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BETH DUFF-BROWN 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Most Americans spent 
Thanksgiving snug inside 
homes with tamilies and 
faatball. Others used the 
natianal holiday to give 
thanks alongside strang¬ 
ers at outdaor Occupy 
encampments, serving tur¬ 
key or donating their time 
in solidarity with the anti- 
Wall Street movement that 
has gripped a nation con¬ 
sumed by economic de¬ 
spair. 

In San Francisco, hundreds 
of campers at Justin Her¬ 


man Plaza in the heart of 
the financial district pre¬ 
pared turkey dinners that 
were handed out by volun¬ 
teers, church charities and 
supporters of the move¬ 
ment against sacial and 
ecanamic inequality. 

Across the bay in Oakland, 
where pratesters and police 
previously clashed when an 
Occupy encampment was 
broken up, occupiers en¬ 
joyed a Thanksgiving feast 
outside City Hall with mu¬ 
sic and activist speakers, 
including Clyde Bellecourt, 
cc-founder at the Minneso¬ 
ta-based American Indian 


Movement. 

And in New York, Occu¬ 
py organizers distributed 
Thanksgiving meals at Zuc- 
cotti Park, where the pro¬ 
test movement began an 
Sept. 17 befare spread¬ 
ing nationwide. Protest¬ 
ers were evicted from the 
park on Nov. 15. 

“So many people have 
given up so much to come 
and be a part of the move¬ 
ment because there is re¬ 
ally that much dire need 
for community,” said Me¬ 
gan Hayes, a chef and ar- 
ganizer with the Occupy 
Wall Street Kitchen in New 


York. “We decided to take 
this holiday opportunity to 
provide just that — com¬ 
munity.” 

She said some 3,000 meals 
were distributed. 

The movement’s slogan, 
“We are the 99,” refers to 
the growing wealth gap 
between the wealthiest 1 
percent of Americans and 
the remaining 99. 

The movement was trig¬ 
gered by the high rate of 
unemployment and fore¬ 
closures, as well as the 
growing perception that 
big banks and carporatians 
are nat paying their fair 


share of taxes, yet are tak¬ 
ing in huge bonuses while 
most Americans have seen 
their incomes drop. 

In New York, restaurants 
and individual danors had 
prepared more than 3,000 
meals for the traditional 
Thanksgiving feast, said 
Haywaad Carey, 28, wha 
was volunteering his time 
serving meals and said the 
celebration was a sign of 
Americans' shared values. 
“The things that divide are 
much less than the things 
that bind us tagether,” 


Continued on next Page 
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Occupy movements highlight Thanksgiving 


Continued from front 


Carey said, as the crowd 
ate to the old spiritual an¬ 
them, “Let it Shine” by a 
guitarist and a bongo play¬ 
er. In Las Vegas, Occupy 
organizer Sebring Frehner 
said protesters had a pot- 
luck Thanksgiving meal at 
their campsite near the Uni¬ 
versity ot Nevada, Los Ve¬ 
gas. He said he was happy 
to skip the traditional meal 
at home. 

“Instead of hunkering down 
with five or six close individ¬ 
uals in your home, people 
you probably see all of 
the time anyway, you are 
celebrating Thanksgiving 
with many different families 
— kind of like the original 
Thanksgiving,” Frehner said. 
Trisha Carr, 35, spent her 
holiday at the Occupy 
encampment at City Hall 



Occupy Wall Street protestors dig into their thanksgiving dinner in Zuccotti Park, Thursday, Nov. 24, 
2011, in New York. Protestors used the holiday to give thanks aiongside strangers at outdoor Oc¬ 
cupy encampments nationwide, serving turkey or donating their time in soiidarity with the anti-Wall 
Street movement. 

(AP Photo/John AAinchillo) 


in Philadelphia. She has 
been out of work for more 
than two years and lost her 
car and home. She's been 
living in an Occupy tent for 
several weeks. 

“Some days are harder 
than others,” Carr said. 

The sunny, crisp weather 
Thursday put her in a good 
mood, and she watched 
the annual Thanksgiving 
parade before coming 
back to the encampment 
for a plate full of turkey 
and fixings. 

Carr said her job search 
has been fruitless, and 
government needs to do 
more to help people like 
her. “I hod the benefits, I 
hod money in my pocket, 

I had health care — I had 
it all,” Carr said. She later 
added: “There should be 
no reason why people 
aren’t working.”□ 


Giffords serves Thanksgiving meai at air base 


U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, 
D-Ariz., and her husband, re¬ 
tired Capf. Mark Kelly, serve 
a Thanksgiving meal to troops 
at Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base, Thursday, Nov. 24, 2011, 
in Tucson, Ariz. 

(AP Photo/Matt York) 


TUCSON, Arizona (AP) — 

U.S. Representative Ga¬ 
brielle Giffords is helping 
serve a Thanksgiving meal 
at a U.S. military base in her 
Arizona hometown as she 
continues to recover from 
being shot in the head ear¬ 
lier this year. 

Giffords arrived in the din¬ 
ing hall at Davis-Monthon 
Air Force Base wearing a 
ball cap and an apron with 
her nickname “Gabby” 
sewn on front. 

She was accompanied 
by her astronaut husband, 
Mark Kelly, who also wore 
an apron. 

Giffords has been under¬ 
going intensive rehabilita¬ 
tion since the shooting. She 
was among 19 people shot 
in January as she met with 
constituents outside an Ari¬ 
zona supermarket. Six peo¬ 
ple died.Q 
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US troops celebrate last Thanksgiving In Iraq 


REBECCA SANTANA 

Associated Press 

COS ECHO, Iraq (AP) — 

American troops marked 
their lost Thanksgiving in 
Iraq Thursday with turkey, 
stuffing and a rocket fire 
alarm. Fewer than 20,000 
American troops remain in 
Iraq at eight bases across 
the country. All of the forc¬ 
es must be out of Iraq by 
the end of this year, and 
American soldiers have 
been busily packing up 
their equipment and head¬ 
ing south. 

Many of the bases no 
longer have civilian con¬ 
tractors making meals for 
them, so the troops have 
been eating prepackaged 
meals. 

At COS Echo in southern 
Iraq, the soldiers celebrated 
the occasion with a special 
meal including turkey, stuff¬ 
ing, and pumpkin pie. Bot¬ 
tles of nonalcoholic spar¬ 
kling cider were brought in 
especially for the occasion. 
The incoming rocket alarm 
was nothing special for the 
holiday — they’re heard all 
the time. 

Lt. Col. Robert Michael 
Rodriguez from Santa Fe, 
N.M. said they worked es¬ 
pecially hard to make the 
food as good as possible 
for what could be the lost 
Thanksgiving in a war zone 
for many of the assembled 
troops. 

“All of the commanders 
and the first sergeants and 
myself have been serving 
the soldiers all day. All the 
fixings, turkey, ham, lobster, 
shrimp. Trying to make it os 
close to home as possible,” 
he said. 

Thanksgivings in the U.S. 
are more about food and 
footballs games, not war¬ 
fare. The afternoon meal 
at Echo was marked by the 
distinctive, loud whirring 
sound signaling incoming 
fire at the base, and all the 
soldiers hit the floor. It was 
unclear if anything hit the 
base located near Diwani- 
yah, 80 miles (130 kilome¬ 
ters) south of Baghdad. 

U.S. military officials have 
blamed Shiite militias 
backed by Iran for much 
of the violence in southern 
Iraq directed at departing 
American forces. 

Attacks have let up in re- 



U.S. soldiers serve food for the last Thanksgiving meal at Contingency Operating Site Echo, in 
Diwaniyah, 120 kiiometers (80 miles) south of Baghdad, Iraq, Thursday, Nov. 24, 2011. The U.S. has 
promised to withdraw from Iraq by the end of the year as required by a 2008 security agreement 
between Washington and Baghdad. A little less than 20,000 U.S. troops are scheduled to clear out 
along with their equipment. (AP Photo/Khalid Mohammed) 


The dangers Iraq faces af¬ 
ter American troops leave 
was on display Thursday. In 
the southern city of Basra, 
19 people were killed and 
dozens more injured when 
three bombs went off in an 
open-air market. 

Violence has dropped 
considerably since the dark 
days of the insurgency, but 
the threat from Shiite mili¬ 
tias with loyalties to Iran, as 
well as Sunni militants such 
as al-Qaida, remains po¬ 
tent. 

Many of the troops mark¬ 
ing the U.S. military’s eighth 
and final Thanksgiving in 
Iraq have experienced 
multiple deployments, as 
part of an all-volunteer mili¬ 
tary that has been waging 
wars on two fronts for near¬ 
ly a decade.Q 


cent months compared to 
the frequent rocket bar¬ 
rages fired at U.S. troops 
over the spring and sum¬ 
mer. American command¬ 
ers say they are prepared 
for further violence against 
their forces as U.S. troops 
leave the country. 

“They are probably going 
to shoot at us the last day 
that we are here,” Gen. 
Lloyd Austin, the top Ameri¬ 
can general in Iraq told 
soldiers during a stop at 
Camp Victory in Baghdad 
Thursday. 

Austin spent the day tour¬ 
ing many of the remaining 
bases around the country 
including Echo. He said he 
has spent six of his last nine 
Thanksgivings deployed 
in places such as Iraq, Af¬ 
ghanistan and Qatar. 

As he prepares to wrap 
up America’s military pres¬ 
ence in Iraq, Austin said 
he is heartened by the im¬ 
provements that he’s seen 
since he first came into the 
country with the initial inva¬ 
sion force in 2003. 

“We’ve seen things ebb 
and flow, and we’ve seen 
a very persistent effort to 
help the Iraqis move for¬ 
ward. And you can see 
that progress as you go 
from place to place. It’s 
going to take time, and 
we’re hopeful that the right 
decisions will continue to 
be made,” Austin told The 
Associated Press in an inter¬ 
view Thursday. 
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Gun issue represents 
tough politics for Obama 



Valerie McElwaney, 51, McDonough, hugs her son Spc. Miles Crook, 22, Kennesaw, as members of 
the Georgia Army National Guard Dragon Masters (1-171st Aviation Regiment) arrive home from a 
year long duty in Iraq just in time for the Thanksgiving Holiday at the Clay National Guard Center 
at Dobbins Air Base, to a welcome home ceremony with family and friends in Marietta, Ga. It was 
Crook’s first deployment. The Dragon Masters were the largest Task Force in Iraq with 50 aircraft and 
3,500 missions flown. 

(AP Photo/Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Curtis Compton) 

US airport volunteers welcome troops on holiday 


ERRIN HAINES 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Several 
times a month, Pat Solomon 
spends o few hours with the 
crowd at the top of the es¬ 
calator where oil arriving 
passengers emerge at the 
Atlanta airport. 

She's looking for strangers in 
uniform. 

In eyeglasses decorated 
with American flags, she’s 
ready to applaud and hug 
some of the thousands of 
soldiers. Marines and other 
service members who pass 
through the world’s busiest 
airport each week. 

“I grab ’em and say, ‘Wel¬ 
come to America!"’ Solo¬ 
mon said. “I just feel such 
a connection with them. 
I wont to tell them how I 
feel.” 

Solomon and her fellow 
volunteers at the United 
Services Organization can 
expect to get busier. 

Lost month. President 
Barack Obomo an¬ 
nounced that otter nearly 
o decade, the war in Iraq 
would be over by year’s 
end and that all U.S. troops 
“will definitely be home for 
the holidays” — meaning 
nearly 40,000 are returning 
home to their families over 
the next several weeks. 
Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jack- 
son International Airport 
already sees more than 
250,000 service members 


each year returning or 
heading to deployments 
across the globe, headed 
to or from basic training or 
just passing through. 

Each day, as many as a 
couple dozen volunteers 
stand in a crowd that in¬ 
cludes family members and 
airport employees hold¬ 
ing signs and flogs. On the 
Wednesday before Thanks¬ 
giving, there were about 
100 in oil. 

Army Reserve Sgt. 1st Class 
Charles Crouchman nearly 
feared up as he arrived to 
their cheers and applause. 
It was a warm welcome 
after seven months in Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

After clearing customs, he 
headed for the USO, where 
he was grateful to be able 
to call his wife and daugh¬ 
ter in New York for free. 
“You always know with the 
USO, you’ve got o phone to 
use, Internet to use, a place 
to sit down and relax or 
watch a movie,” Crouch- 
man said. “That's a bless¬ 
ing.” 

The clapping volunteers 
and other amenities start¬ 
ed in 2003 when the USO 
began its “Operation R&R” 
program, which serves U.S. 
military personnel going to 
and from Iraq, Afghanistan 
and Kuwait. 

The program’s other loca¬ 
tion, at an airport in Dallas, 
is scheduled to end early 


next year. 

Troops passing through 
the USO on Tuesday were 
greeted with turkey and 
chili dogs. The USO also pro¬ 
vides free Wi-Fi, a children's 
play area, a sleeping and 
computer room, a televi¬ 
sion room with theater-style 
seating, job listings, toilet¬ 
ries and care packages for 
troops headed back into 
the field. 

USO Council of Georgia 
President and Chief Execu¬ 
tive Officer Mary Lou Austin 
said people are eager to 
volunteer during the holi¬ 
days. 

The USO Council of Georgia 
moved to its location at the 
airport in 1976 and has over 
900 volunteers. 

“It’s another way for people 
to show their appreciation 
for those that have been 
serving,” she said. “People 
fight to come on holidays. 
So many people pay atten¬ 
tion to the spirit of giving. It's 
a nice gesture as a gift, of 
saying thank-you.” 

Back at the escalator, Solo¬ 
mon watched excitedly for 
uniforms. 

“There’s nothing like it, and 
I never feel better than 
when I’m out here,” Solo¬ 
mon said. 

“Being able just to give 
something back to these 
men and women.... They’re 
coming home. I’m terribly 
excited.” □ 


ERICA WERNER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — They 
are fuzzy about some is¬ 
sues, but the Republican 
U.S. presidential candi¬ 
dates leave little doubt 
about where they stand on 
gun rights. 

Rick Perry and Rick Santo- 
rum go pheasant hunting 
and give interviews before 
heading out. Newt Gin¬ 
grich and Herman Cain 
speak to the National Rifle 
Association convention. Mi¬ 
chele Bachmann tells Peo¬ 
ple magazine she wants to 
teach her daughters how 
to shoot because women 
need to be able to protect 
themselves. Mitt Romney, 
after backing some gun 
control measures when 
governor of Massachusetts, 
now presents himself as a 
strong supporter of the Sec¬ 
ond Amendment, which 
guarantees the right to 
bear arms. 

President Barack Obama, 
on the other hand, is virtu¬ 
ally silent on the issue. 

He has hardly addressed 
it since a couple months 
after the January shooting 
of Rep. Gabrielle Giffords 
in Arizona, when he prom¬ 
ised to develop new steps 
on gun safety in response. 
He has failed to do so, even 
as survivors of the Arizona 
shooting came to Capitol 
Hill last week to push for 
action to close loopholes 
in the background check 
system. 

Democrats have learned 
the hard way that em¬ 
bracing gun control can 
be terrible politics, and the 
2012 presidential election is 
shaping up to emphasize 
just how delicate the issue 
can be. 

With the election likely to 
be decided largely by 
states where hunting is a 
popular pastime, like Mis¬ 
souri, Ohio or Pennsylvania, 
candidates of both parties 
want to win over gun own¬ 
ers, not alienate them. 

For Republicans, that 
means emphasizing their 
pro-gun credentials. But 
for Obama and the Demo¬ 
crats, the approach is trick¬ 
ier. 

Obama’s history in support 
of strict gun control mea¬ 


sures prior to becoming 
president makes it difficult 
for him to claim he’s a Sec¬ 
ond Amendment champi¬ 
on, even though he signed 
a bill allowing people to 
take loaded guns into na¬ 
tional parks. At the same 
time, he's apparently de¬ 
cided that his record back¬ 
ing gun safety is nothing to 
boast of, perhaps because 
of the power of the gun 
lobby and their opposition 
to anything that looks like 
gun control. 

“Gun control is a fight that 
the administration is not 
willing to pick. They're not 
likely to win it,” said Harry 
Wilson, author of a book on 
gun politics and director of 
the Institute for Policy and 
Opinion Research in Vir¬ 
ginia. “They certainly would 
not win it in Congress, and 
it’s not likely to be a win¬ 
ner at the polls. ... It comes 
down to one pretty simple 
word: Politics.” 
Administration officials say 
they are working to de¬ 
velop the gun safety mea¬ 
sures promised after the 
Giffords shooting, and they 
say have taken steps to 
improve the background 
check system. White House 
spokesman Matt Lehrich 
says the White House goal 
is to “protect the Second 
Amendment rights of law- 
abiding citizens while keep¬ 
ing guns out of the hands of 
those who shouldn’t have 
them under existing law.” 
But when it comes to guns 
and politics. Democrats 
haven’t forgotten what 
happened in 1994. That 
year. President Bill Clinton 
was pushing for passage 
of a landmark crime bill 
featuring a ban on assault 
weapons. 

That November, Democrats 
suffered widespread elec¬ 
tion losses and lost control 
of the House and the Sen¬ 
ate. Clinton and others 
credited the NRA’s cam¬ 
paigning with a big role in 
the outcome. And when 
the assault weapons ban 
came up for congressional 
reauthorization in 2004, it 
failed. 

Given that history, the NRA 
expects to see Cbama 
treading carefully on guns 
through 2012.Q 
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red sail sports. 

Sunset Sail 

Watch the sun go down aboard one of our 
luxurious catamarans. This relaxing sail 
includes hors d'oeuvres and open bar. 

Daily from 5:30 to 7:30 pm (except Tuesday & Wednesday) 



Book 

Via internet: 

WWW. redsa i la ru ba. com 
By phone: 

(-^ 297 ) 586-1603 


Lowest prices not on Black Friday, research shows 


STEPHANIE CLIFFORD 
© 2011 New York Times 

Oren Etzioni writes articles 
about artificial intelligence 
for scholarly journals, is a 
renowned expert on data 
mining and gained tome 
when Microsoft paid $115 
million for Forecast, an air¬ 
line-ticket price predictor 
he founded. 

Now, Etzioni , who teaches 
computer science at the 
University of Washington, 
has directed his consider¬ 
able intellect at the Ameri¬ 
can ritual of shopping for 
bargains on Black Friday. 
After examining billions of 
prices of consumer elec¬ 
tronics, he has decided to 
spend the busiest shopping 
day of the year scuba-div¬ 
ing in Bali. Why? It is not un¬ 
til early December, Etzioni’s 
research shows, that prices 
are likely to be the lowest 
for electronics, products 
that are among the biggest 
sellers on the Friday after 
Thanksgiving. 

“The bottom line is. Black 
Friday is for the retailers to 
go from the red into the 
black,” he said. “It's not re¬ 
ally for people to get great 
deals on the most popular 
products.” What the profes¬ 


sor has determined with a 
complex computer algo¬ 
rithm for consumer elec¬ 
tronics, others have found 
through less scientifically 
rigorous means for other 


products, including cloth¬ 
ing and toys: Despite all the 
ads that suggest otherwise, 
the lowest prices tend to 
come at other times of the 
year. In the case of toys, 
stores actually offer the 
steepest discounts in the 
weeks immediately after 
Thanksgiving because they 
want to unload the inven¬ 


tory not swept up on Black 
Friday, said Dan de Grand- 
pre, who has tracked deals 
for 15 years at Dealnews. 
com. 

“Toys have a very short shelf 


life,” he said. “On Dec. 26, 
they’re not really useful to 
retailers anymore, so they 
have to get rid of it and 
start slashing prices early 
in December.” And it is a 
precise window of opportu¬ 
nity. In the week or so be¬ 
fore Christmas, toy prices 
shoot back up, de Grand- 
pre's tracking shows, as 



Using a complex computer algorithm, Oren Etzioni tound what 
others have found, that the lowest prices on popular products 
tend to come at other times of the year. 

(Rick Dahms via The New York Times) 


Support builds for a plan to rein In Medicare costs 


ROBERT PEAR 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Though it 
reached no agreement, 
the special congressional 
committee on deficit re¬ 
duction built a case for 
major structural changes in 
Medicare that would limit 
the government's open- 
ended financial commit¬ 
ment to the program, law¬ 
makers and health policy 
experts say. 

Members of both parties 
told the panel that Medi¬ 
care should offer a fixed 


amount of money to each 
beneficiary to buy cover¬ 
age from competing pri¬ 
vate plans, whose costs 
and benefits would be 
tightly regulated by the 
government. 

Republicans have long 
been enamored of that 
idea. In the past few 
weeks, two of the Repub¬ 
lican candidates for presi¬ 
dent, Mitt Romney and 
Newt Gingrich, have en¬ 
dorsed variations of it. The 
idea faces opposition from 
many Democrats, who say 


it would shift costs to ben¬ 
eficiaries and eliminate the 
guarantee of affordable 
health insurance for older 
Americans. But some Dem¬ 
ocrats say that - if carefully 
designed, with enough pro¬ 
tections for beneficiaries - it 
might work. 

The idea is sometimes 
known as premium sup¬ 
port, because Medicare 
would subsidize premiums 
charged by private insur¬ 
ers that care for beneficia¬ 
ries under contract with the 
government.Q 


last-minute shoppers come 
stampeding for Barbies and 
Lego sets and stores are 
less desperate “because 
they've been able to re¬ 
duce their inventory.” The 
added value Etzioni brings 
to price discussions is the 
computer crunching of the 
trove of data provided by 
online prices - and specific 
recommendations about 


when to make a purchase. 
Following the approach of 
Forecast, now part of Micro¬ 
soft’s Bing search engine, 
the professor’s startup com¬ 
pany, Decide.com, studies 
current and historical pric¬ 
es, information about new 
models and rumors about 
new product introductions 
to figure out the best time 
to buy.Q 



We are Celebrating our 
25th Anniversary 
with a 4-course 
Dinner Special! 


Appetizer 


Entree 


• Fish Soup 

• Onion Soup 

• Conch Fritters 

• Escargot 
> Saiad 

• Fresh Catch of the Day 

prepared by our local chef just the way you like it. 

• Jumbo Shrimp from our local waters, 
breaded served with potato or rice or 
with garlic tossed over linguine. 

• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. us Tenderloin 

• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 


Dessert 


• Chocolate or Banana Cake 

• Ice Cream ^-- 


• Coffee / Tea 


This special cannot be used with any 
other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 


25th ANNIVERSARY 

Open daily from 5:00pm - 10:30pm (closed on Tuesdays) 
For reservations call: 583-2515 - Klipstraat 12, Downtown. 
www.driftwoodaruba.com • driftwood@setarnet.aw 
























Friday, November 25, 2011 


^IU.S. NEWS 




Mb rriott^ Ocean Club Pdseo Here ncln Mall 

LG. SmJDi Slvd. 099 Jl Imusquln 8tv4 ir^2'A 

*SW-6&0fi 


lAaln Str-Ht 


San NicolAi 


CAyJh G. r 15? ff1 D1 


Perfumet Cosmeticf 

£'j?»ipOfV4jrp PP5J 


GlLHLAl\ 


lor 



Central Texas turkey farms hit hard by drought 



A turkey looks on before being butchered on the Kelkenberg 
Farm in Akron, N.Y. 

(AP Photo/David Duprey) 


Ciara O’Rourke 
© 2011 Cox Newspapers 
CEDAR PARK, Texas - Coy¬ 
otes and other predators 
starved by the drought 
picked off 20 percent of 
the turkeys at Fresh Pas¬ 
tures Farm in Taylor, where 
Brie Rabon raises the birds 
for holiday feasts. 

Normally, only 10 percent 
of her turkeys die, often in 
the first six weeks of their 
lives, when they're most 
fragile. But a worse fate 
looms if it doesn't rain 15 
to 20 inches in the next five 
months, Rabon said. 

She'll have to shutter the 
farm. 

In September, the Texas cli¬ 
matologist warned that the 
drought could easily persist 
for years, potentially stick¬ 
ing around until 2020. Of¬ 
ficials have estimated that 
agriculture losses have al¬ 
ready topped $5 billion. 
Rabon said she’ll still raise 
chickens and other animals 
for her family but said that 
without rain she can’t turn 
a profit selling the organic 
fare fhe farm specializes in. 
"We can’t keep running 
animals over the same 
dead pasture,” she said. 


Lacking fresh grass, she 
grew sweet potatoes and 
fed fhe green vines to the 
160 turkeys that did sur¬ 
vive, and she moved the 
birds to new pastures more 
frequently so the ground 
wouldn’t wear out. In the 
heat of summer, Rabon 
hauled water out to the tur¬ 
keys twice a day. 

So it follows that Rabon’s 
stock tanks are dry, and her 
water bill for all her animals 
is $500 a month. 

Overall, she estimated she’s 
spent up to 20 percent 
more on feed. 

"The drought has been 
devastating,” she said. 


But she’s selling the turkeys 
for $4.95 per pound, just 
like last year. She said she 
should have raised prices 
but she didn’t think it was 
fair affer her customers had 
preordered the birds. And 
she kept hoping rain would 
come. 

To cut costs, she slaugh¬ 
tered animals she intended 
to keep to breed, including 
two calves and a pig that 
she couldn’t afford to feed 
over the winter. 

The farm is selling fhe pork 
and veal for holiday meals, 
along wifh a few smaller 
furkeys she held back this 
week that will plump up by 
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Christmas. 

Sebastien Bonneu, who 
owns Countryside Farm in 
Cedar Creek in Bastrop 
County, said the cost of 
raising geese he sells for hol¬ 
iday meals has also spiked. 
A pen normally sprouf- 
ing green grass is all buf 
dry, slick with goose waste 
where the birds’ water has 
sloshed onto the ground. 
Bonneu feeds the 50 geese 
inside the pen with grain he 
buys at Callahan’s General 
Store. 

He raised his prices about 
50 cents per pound this fall 
because the cost of grain 
has nearly doubled since 
lasf year. Today he’s buying 
it for abouf $10 a bag, he 
said. The geese sell for $10 


per pound. 

Richardson Farms in Rock¬ 
dale has soldiered through 
the drought but, like Ro- 
ban, Jim Richardson and 
his wife, Kay, decided fo 
bear fhe brunt of higher 
costs rather than raise pric¬ 
es. They raised 1,000 turkeys 
on their Milam County farm 
this year, selling out about 
two weeks ago. 

The Richardsons kept the 
turkeys in mobile coops 
that they drag around the 
farm to give the birds fresh 
grass and insects to graze 
on. They didn’t harvest 
some wheat planted in the 
spring so their turkeys and 
chickens could forage for 
grains during fhe summer 
and fall. □ 


Civilia n - military gap grows 
as fewer Americans serve 

SABRINA TAVERNISE 
© 2011 New York Times 

WASHINGTON - A smaller share of Americans serve in fhe 
armed forces than at any other time since the era be¬ 
tween World War I and World War II, a new low that has 
led to a growing gap between people in uniform and fhe 
civilian population, according to a new survey. 

At any given time in the past decade, less than 1 percent 
of the U.S. population has been on active military duty, 
compared with 9 percent of Americans who were in uni¬ 
form in World War II. As a result, there is a growing genera¬ 
tion gap, with younger Americans far less likely than older 
ones to have a family member who served. 

The survey, by the Pew Research Center, found that while 
more than three-quarters of Americans over the age of 50 
had an immediate family member who had served in fhe 
milifary, among Americans ages 18 to 29, the share was 
only a third. About 6 in 10 of fhose ages 30 to 49 have a 
family member who served. 

Part of the difference is years. Older people are more like¬ 
ly to have a spouse or a grown child, giving them more 
opportunities to have a family member who served. But 
the age gap persists, even when controlling for this, ac¬ 
cording to the survey. 

The result is a military far less connected to the rest of so¬ 
ciety, a condition that some academics have said might 
not bode well for fhe future of milifary-civilian relations 
(the military is run by civilians). Others have warned that 
less connection between the military and the rest of soci- 
efy could lead fo less-informed decisions abouf whether 
to go to war, because conflicts and the people who fight 
them are not part of most people’s everyday lives.Q 
























Plane with 3 
men, 3 children 
crashes in AZ 


BOB CHRISTIE 
WALTER BERRY 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — A small 
airplane slammed into a 
sheer cliff in the mile-high 
mountains east of Phoenix 
and exploded, killing the 
six people onboard, includ¬ 
ing the pilot and his three 
young children who were 
to spend the Thanksgiving 
holiday weekend with him, 
authorities said. 

The body of one child was 
recovered and dozens of 
sheriff’s search and rescue 
personnel worked Thursday 
to recover the remains of 
the other victims, said Sher¬ 
iff Paul Babeu. 

A search and rescue team 
was in the rugged Supersti¬ 
tion Mountains searching 
for three missing teenag¬ 
ers Wednesday evening 
and saw the explosion as 
the twin-engine plane hit 
the cliff, Babeu said. The 
searchers found the teens, 
then went up the mountain 
to try to reach the crash 
site. 

Ten deputies who spent the 
night on the mountain were 
relieved by 10 more early 
Thursday. They and doz¬ 
ens of volunteers began 
searching the crash site at 
first light. Video from news 
helicopters Thursday morn¬ 
ing showed the wreckage 
strewn at the bottom of a 
blackened cliff. 

The dead included pilot 
Shawn Perry, 39, his two 
sons and his daughter, Ba¬ 
beu said. Morgan Perry, 9, 
Logan Perry, 8, and Luke 
Perry, 6, lived with their 
mother in the community 
of Gold Canyon in Pinal 
County. 

Their father lived in Sofford 
in southeastern Arizona 
and owned a small avia¬ 
tion business there. 

He had flown to the Phoe¬ 
nix suburb of Mesa with an¬ 
other pilot who co-owned 
the company and a com¬ 
pany mechanic to pick up 
the children for Thanksgiv¬ 
ing. The plane was headed 
back to Sofford when it 
crashed. 

The other pilot was identi¬ 
fied os Russell Hardy, 31, 
and the mechanic was Jo¬ 
seph Hardwick, 22.Q 
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Gay marriage could bring shifts in Republican race 



Diane Olson, left, and Robin Tyler pose in their Los Angeles home. 
Olson and Tyler, two of the original four plaintiffs who successfully 
sued to overturn the Proposition 8 ban in the lower court have 
argued that if the ban’s backers did not have the right to appeal, 
the trial judge’s decision would stand and same-sex marriages 
would be legal in California for the first time since Proposition 8 
passed three years ago. 

(AP Photo/Nick Ut) 


CONCORD, New Hamp¬ 
shire (AP) — Republican 
presidential candidates 
are joining New Hamp¬ 
shire’s intensifying gay mar¬ 
riage debate — whether 
they like it or not. 

State lawmakers plan to 
take up a measure to re¬ 
peal the law allowing 
same-sex couples to wed 
and a vote is expected at 
some point in January — 
the some month as New 
Hampshire holds the na¬ 
tion’s first Republican presi¬ 
dential primary contest. 
Already, candidates have 
been put on the spot over 
the divisive social issue 
when most, if not all, would 
rather be talking about the 
economy, voters’ No. 1 
concern. 

The impending focus on 
gay marriage carries risk 
for several of White House 
contenders — including 
former Massachusetts Gov. 
Mitt Romney, Texas Gov. 
Rick Perry and former busi¬ 
nessman Herman Cain — 
whose inconsistencies on 
the topic are well docu¬ 
mented. 

Recent polls have shown 
former House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich at or near 
the top of the field, along 
with Romney. With a little 
less than six weeks to go 
until the lead-off Iowa cau¬ 
cuses, people are listening 


to the former nemesis of Bill 
Clinton and would-be chal¬ 
lenger to President Barack 
Obama. 

But this issue may cause 
Gingrich problems. Earlier in 
the fall, he told an Iowa au¬ 
dience that gay marriage is 
a “temporary aberration” 
likely to go away because 
it defies convention. Gin¬ 
grich, who has been mar¬ 
ried three times, has a half- 
sister in a same-sex mar¬ 
riage. 

“The truth is that you’re liv¬ 


ing in a world that no longer 
exists,” Candace Gingrich- 
Jones wrote the former 
speaker in a letter posted 
on the Huffington Post in 
2008: “In other words, stop 
being a hater, big bro.” 

The Republican candi¬ 
dates’ increasingly vocal 
support for “traditional mar¬ 
riage” also threatens to 
alienate a growing number 
of younger Republicans 
and independents here 
who support legal recogni¬ 
tion of same-sex couples. 


That note of divisiveness 
could bode poorly for the 
eventual Republican chal¬ 
lenger to Obama in the 
general election. 

Even so, the Republican 
candidates aren’t shying 
away from the topic as 
they run for the nomination 
of a party dominated by 
conservatives and pushed 
further to the right by the 
tea party over the last few 
years. 

“As conservatives, we be¬ 
lieve in the sanctity of life, 
we believe in the sanc¬ 
tity of traditional marriage, 
and I applaud those leg¬ 
islators in New Hampshire 
who are working to defend 
marriage between one 
man and one woman real¬ 
izing that children need to 
be raised in a loving home 
by a mother and a father,” 
Perry told a New Hamp¬ 
shire audience recently, 
becoming the latest con¬ 
tender to address gay mar¬ 
riage directly. 

Although the issue hasn’t 
yet become a regular talk¬ 
ing point on the campaign 
trail, most Republican can¬ 
didates declare support 
for the effort to repeal the 
law. And groups like the 
National Organization for 
Marriage hope to force 
the presidential contend¬ 
ers to publicly embrace the 
repeal.Q 
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Egypt military rulers reject calls to step down 


HAMZA HENDAWI 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s mili¬ 
tary rulers rejected protester 
demands tor them to step 
down immediately and said 
Thursday they would start the 
first round of parliamentary 
elections on time next week, 
despite serious unrest in Cairo 
and other cities. 

The ruling military council 
insisted it is not the same as 
the old regime it replaced, 
but the generals appear to 
be on much the same path 
that doomed Hosni Mubarak 
nine months ago — respond¬ 
ing to the current crisis by 
delivering speeches seen as 
arrogant, mixing concessions 
with threats and using brutal 
force. 

So far it's working no better 
than it did under the former 



Egyptian Army soldiers stand guard atop a concrete block 
barricade while protesters chant slogans, near Tohrir Square, 
in Cairo, Egypt, Thursday, Nov. 24, 2011. Police and protesters 
demanding that Egypt’s ruling military council step down ore 
observing o truce otter five days of deadly street battles in 
which dozens have died. 

(AP Photo/Bernat Armangue) 


leader. 

Protesters in Cairo’s Tah- 
rir Square, seething over 
the military’s perceived 
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failings over the past nine 
months, say they will not 
leave the iconic plaza un¬ 
til the generals step down 
in favor of a civilian presi¬ 


dential council, a show of 
resolve similar to that which 
forced Mubarak to give 
up power in February after 
nearly three decades. 
“What we want to hear is 
when they are leaving,” 
said Tohrir protester Khaled 
Mahmoud on hearing of 
an apology offered by the 
military for the deaths of 
nearly 40 protesters since 
Saturday. 

“The ouster of the marshal 
is only a matter of time,” he 
added, referring to Field 
Marshal Hussein Tantawi, 
who was Mubarak’s de¬ 
fense minister for 20 years 
before he succeeded him 
in February. 

“There will be no postpone¬ 
ment in the election,” said 
Maj. Gen. Mamdouh Sha- 
heen, one of two members 
of the ruling military council 


who spoke at a televised 
news conference on Thurs¬ 
day. “The election will be 
held on time with all of its 
three stages on schedule.” 
The two generals said the 
throngs in Tohrir do not rep¬ 
resent the whole of Egypt 
and warned of chaos if 
the council was to imme¬ 
diately step down, lan¬ 
guage similar to Mubarak’s 
scare-mongering while try¬ 
ing to cling to power in the 
face of the 18-day uprising 
against his rule. 

The two generals — Sha- 
heen and Maj. Gen. 
Mukhtar el-Mclla — also 
said that parliamentary 
elections would start on 
time Monday and that a 
new prime minister to re¬ 
place Essam Sharaf would 
be picked before the 
vote.Q 


Italy prepares to sell 
government properties 
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ERIC SYLVERS 
© 2011 New York Times 
MILAN - Weeds engulf the 
asphalt, fig trees droop over 
the cracked roads and the 
eight buildings are in poor 
repair. It takes a good deal 
of imagination to envision 
this former air force depot 
on the outskirts of Milan as 
home to new apartment 
buildings, thoroughfares, 
stores and perhaps even a 
small park. 

Yet if the Italian govern¬ 
ment has its way, this will be 
one of thousands of sites - 
including an old mine on 
the Tuscan island of Elba, 
army barracks on Lake 
Garda, and a historic build¬ 
ing in central Milan that 
covers a city block - to be 
sold in the coming years as 
the country raises money to 
reduce its debt. 

The government forecasts 


that it will raise 25 billion to 
30 billion euros, or $34 bil¬ 
lion to $40 billion, by 2020 
with the sales, about half 
of which are to involve resi¬ 
dential buildings. 

A few sites already have 
been offered, including 
the 721,000-square-foot 
air force depot in Milan, 
though the bulk of the sites 
would come to market in 
the first half of next year if 
all goes according to plan. 
Folitical wrangling and 
changes in government 
have scuttled such large 
sales in the past, but with 
Italy desperately trying to 
reduce its national debt, 
builders, real estate agents 
and others in the property 
industry say they expect 
the new government of 
Frime Minister Mario Monti 
to be just as committed to 
the sales as was the previ¬ 


ous administration of Silvio 
Berlusconi. 

Yet those same people also 
say they worry about the 
effects of such large-scale 
offerings on Italy’s shaky 
real estate market and de¬ 
clining residential prices. 
The dilapidated state of the 
Milan air force depot shows 
just what a challenge it 
would be to secure profit¬ 
able sales. 

The grounds are strewn with 
long strips of blue tubing, 
left by thieves after they 
stripped the copper wiring 
out for salvage. 

The buildings are gutted, 
the only sign of their former 
use is the long rows of shelv¬ 
ing and pieces of paper 
taped to the walls identify¬ 
ing what had been stored: 
summer pants, shampoo, 
toothpaste, tissues.Q 

































WORLD NEWSI^ 


Friday, November 25, 2011 


British unempioyment hitting youths hardest 


JULIA WERDIGIER 
© 2011 New York Times 
LONDON - Zach Igglesden 
has been sending out doz¬ 
ens of job applications o 
week for the past year to 
companies across Britain. 
So for, he said, he has not 
even been invited to on 
interview. Igglesden,^20, of 
Southend, east of London, 
finished secondary school 
two years ago and decid¬ 
ed against pursuing a uni¬ 
versity education because 
he did not want to gradu¬ 
ate with the burden of a 
student loan and no job. 

His goal is relatively modest 
- to work as a sales assis¬ 
tant in a shop - but he said 
he had repeatedly been 
turned down because he 
lacked experience. 

“It’s just very frustrating,” 
Igglesden said. “If you're 
lucky, you get a reply, but 
mostly you don’t hear any¬ 
thing at all.” 

To the roster of pain inflicted 
by the European debt cri¬ 
sis, add this: rising and per¬ 
sistent joblessness among 
young Britons. Though not 
at the level of troubled 
eurozone countries like 
Greece and rooted in do¬ 
mestic problems as well, it 
has reached a point here 
that is setting off alarms 
across the political and 
economic spectrum. 
Unemployment among Brit¬ 
ish youths, defined as those 
16-24 years old, rose above 
the politically sensitive 


threshold of 1 million in the 
third quarter, according to 
the Office for National Sta¬ 
tistics. That is the highest it 
has been since 1992. 

An estimated 20.6 percent 


ber states as economies 
struggle and governments 
impose stringent auster¬ 
ity plans. Spain’s youth un¬ 
empioyment rate reached 
45 percent in the second 


A supporter of the Occupy London protest wears a “V for 
Vendetta” mask on the back of his head at the camp outside 
St. Paul’s Cathedral in London, Thursday, Nov. 24, 2011. The 
City of London corporation took a step Wednesday to evict 
protesters camped in tents outside the cathedral, insisting in 
court that the issue is not about protecting banks but protecting 
the rights and freedoms of others. (AP Photo/AAatt Dunham) 


of British youths not pursu¬ 
ing a fuli-time education 
were without a job, an in¬ 
crease of 1.8 percentage 
points from the previous 
three months. 

The probiem is not con¬ 
fined to youths. Total un¬ 
employment in Britain rose 
by 129,000, to 2.62 miiiion, 
in the third quarter, bring¬ 
ing the jobless rate to 8.3 
percent, the highest in 15 
years. 

Youth unempioyment has 
been climbing in many 
European Union mem- 


quarter, the worst among 
EU members, followed by 
Greece’s 42.9 percent rate, 
according to Eurostat, the 
EU statistics agency. 

Britain never adopted the 
euro and reiies on its own 
currency, the pound. But 
the British government, 
which iike its Greek coun¬ 
terpart has cut pubiic sec¬ 
tor jobs and spending to 
trim a huge budget deficit, 
attributed the poor em- 
pioyment numbers in part 
to the euro crisis, which has 
depressed demand for Brit¬ 
ish products in European 
markets and caused Brit¬ 
ish companies to hesitate 
to hire. “These figures show 
just how much our econo¬ 
my is being affected by the 
crisis in the eurozone,” the 
employment minister, Ghris 
Grayling, said iast week. 
“Our European partners 
must take urgent action to 


stabilize the position.” 

The opposition Labour Party 
has warned that the coaii- 
tion government headed 
by Prime Minister David 
Cameron needs to stop 
blaming the eurozone for 
Britain’s economic prob- 
iems and slow down its 
aggressive spending cuts, 
which are “hurting but not 
working.” 

Even the Confederation of 
British industry, an empioy- 
ers’ group that generaliy 
aligns with the economic 
poiicies of Cameron’s Con¬ 
servative Party, has called 
for urgent action by the 
government to put Britons, 
especialiy young people, 
to work. 

“A generation risks being 
scarred by the devastating 
effects of iong-term unem¬ 
ployment,” John Cridland, 
the group’s director-gener¬ 
al, said last week. □ 
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Trinidad PM says assassination piot uncovered 


TONY FRASER 
Associated Press 
PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad 
(AP) — Trinidad’s prime 
minister said Thursday that 
police have uncovered 
an apparent plot to assas¬ 
sinate her and members 
of her government in the 
southern Caribbean coun¬ 
try. At a press conference 
in Trinidad’s capital, Komla 
Persod-Bissessar gave no 
specifics of the alleged plot, 
but indicated that it was a 
response by criminal groups 
to her government’s ongo¬ 
ing state of emergency to 
tackle crime and dismantle 
gangs. “The criminals are 
hurting in their pockets and 
so I am not surprised such 
elements would seek to 
make good on their threats 
of reprisals," Persad-Bisses- 
sar told reporters in Port-of- 
Spain. Police Commissioner 
Dwayne Gibbs also de¬ 
clined to provide any de- 



Trinidad’s prime minister said Thursday that police have 
uncovered an apparent plot to assassinate her and members of 
her government in the southern Caribbean country. 

At a press conference in Trinidad’s capital, Komla Persad- 
Bissessor gave no specifics of the alleged plot, but indicated 
that it was a response by criminal groups to her government’s 
ongoing state of emergency to tackle crime and dismantle 
gongs. 


tails regarding the alleged 
plot. But he said about a 
dozen people have been 
detained. Their identities 
were not released. 

“It would be imprudent to 
provide further details as 
we are engaged in looking 
at the threats,” Gibbs said. 
Earlier this month, Persad- 
Bissessar’s government 
lifted a nearly three-month 
curfew that had helped 
stem a surging homicide 
rate but disgruntled many 
in a Garibbean country 
known for its party culture 
and carnival celebrations. 
At the time, Persad-Bisses- 
sar said the state of emer¬ 
gency, which allows police 
to search properties with¬ 
out warrants, would remain 
in place and warned that 
limited curfews would be 
applied in some areas as 
needed. The emergency 
orders, which have helped 
dramatically reduce homi¬ 


cides, come up for review in 
December and the country 
is divided on whether it has 
been a success. On Thurs¬ 
day, the prime minister said 
the alleged assassination 
plot would not deter her 
government and the secu¬ 
rity forces from dismantling 
criminal gangs. “We will 
noted be cowed in anyway 
and we will give no quarter 
to them and our resolve has 
been strengthened to re¬ 
turn Trinidad and Tobago to 
the peaceful place it used 
to be,” she said. She did not 
specifically say if she would 
push to have the state of 
emergency extended. Trini¬ 
dad and Tobago, the full 
name of the twin-island na¬ 
tion of 1.3 million people, is 
one of the most prosperous 
Caribbean countries thanks 
to oil and natural gas that 
make it a major fuel sup¬ 
plier for the U.S. and other 
nations. □ 
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Merkel rejects rapid action on the Euro 



French President Nicolas Sarkozy welcomes German Chancellor Angela Merkel in Strasbourg, 
France, Thursday, Nov. 24, 2011. The leaders of Germany, France and Italy are set for a debate 
about the European Central Bank’s role in region debt crisis and on how to align eurozone eco¬ 
nomic policies. 

(AP Photo/Michael Probst) 


STEVEN ERLANGER 
NICHOLAS KULISH 
© 2011 New York Times 
PARIS - Quashing recent 
speculation ot a soften¬ 
ing in Germany’s hard-line 
stance on the euro. Chan¬ 
cellor Angela Merkel re¬ 
peated on Thursday her 
firm opposition either to 
bonds issued jointly by the 
eurozone countries or to on 
expansion of the role of the 
European Central Bonk os 
quick responses to the sov¬ 
ereign debt crisis. 

“Nothing has changed in 
my position,” she said of 
o news conference with 
Prime Minister Mario Mon¬ 
ti of Italy and President 
Nicolas Sarkozy of France 
in Strasbourg, in eastern 
France. 

But with signs of spread¬ 
ing contagion - o weak 
bond sale Wednesday in 
Germany that lifted rotes 
there, rotes on sovereign 
debt rising to unsustainable 
levels in Italy and Spain and 
interbank lending in Europe 
beginning to dry up - ques¬ 
tions remained about just 
how long Germany con 
resist the persistent colls for 
action. 

The German newspaper 
Bild reported Thursday that 
the Merkel government was 
inching toward accepting 
eurobonds, of least in some 
form, even if the public 
stance remained against 
them, and that some of her 
party said they could be o 
tradeoff for treaty chang¬ 
es. “We aren't saying nev¬ 
er,” Norbert Borthle, o leg¬ 
islator from her coalition 
told journalists. “We're just 
saying no eurobonds under 
the current conditions.” 
That could be some time. 
France and Germany soy 
eurobonds would moke 
sense only down the rood, 
when there is more con¬ 
vergence and growth, 
and Paris and Berlin will not 
be on the hook for all the 
other weaker economies. 
France, however, wonts to 
use the European Central 
Bonk more aggressively to 
backstop vulnerable euro¬ 
zone economies while they 
reform themselves. 

Merkel and other German 
officials fear that giving in 
to the colls for collective 


bonds or to use the Europe¬ 
an Central Bonk os o lender 
of lost resort will ease pres¬ 
sure on the debtor nations, 
allowing them to avert the 
drastic structural changes 
that Berlin soys they need 


to moke to become com¬ 
petitive, while making Ger¬ 
many and other creditors 
liable for their debts. 

There was no hint of any 
softening from Merkel af¬ 
ter the leaders of the three 


largest economies in the 
eurozone met Thursday to 
try to reassure the markets 
about the future of the cur¬ 
rency, vowing to work to¬ 
gether on German-inspired 
treaty changes to promote 


more economic discipline 
and convergence. 

Those treaty changes, 
which could take years to 
draft, ratify and implement, 
will hove little impact on 
the current market anxiety 
over the euro, which has 
seen the interest rotes on 
Italian, Spanish and French 
bonds rise sharply over Ger¬ 
man ones, and o growing 
distaste among investors 
even for the previously rock 
solid German bonds. 

The three leaders finished 
their luncheon meeting in 
Strasbourg by expressing 
confidence that the in¬ 
dependent central bonk 
would do the right thing for 
the currency, presumobiy 
continuing to buy enough 
bonds to keep the interest 
rotes on European sover¬ 
eign debt from becoming 
unsustoinobie. 

“We ail stated our confi¬ 
dence in the European 
Central Bonk and its lead¬ 
ers, and stated that in re¬ 
spect of the independence 
of this essential institution 
we must refrain from mak¬ 
ing positive or negative de¬ 
mands of it,” Sarkozy told 
the news conference.Q 
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Legal battle over 
Jesus statue 



Annie Laurie Gaylor, co-president of the atheist group Freedom 
From Religion Foundation, and Dan Barker record their weekly 
radio show “Freethought Radio” in Madison, Wis. The group has 
raised a dispute over whether a statue of Jesus at the Whitefish 
Mountain Resort in Montana is in violation of the constitutional 
principle separating church and state because it stands on U.S. 
Forest Service property. 

(Christopher Guess/The New York Times) 


DAN FROSCH 
© 2011 New York Times 
DENVER - They call him Big 
Mountain Jesus: a 6-foot 
statue of Christ, draped in 
a baby blue robe and gaz¬ 
ing out over the majestic 
Flathead Valley from his 
perch along a ski run at the 
Whitefish Mauntain Resort 
in Montana. 

He has been there for more 
than 50 years, erected by 
the local Knights of Colum¬ 
bus chapter in hanor at 
the soldiers from the 10th 
Mountain Division who told 
of seeing similar shrines in 
the mountains of Italy dur¬ 
ing World War II. 

These days, though, White- 
fish’s Jesus statue is at the 
center of an increasingly 
bitter battle over the le¬ 
gality at such symbols on 
federal land. An atheist 
group says that because 
Big Mountain Jesus stands 
on U.S. Forest Service 
property, it is in violation 
of the constitutional prin¬ 
ciple separating church 
and state. After receiv¬ 
ing a complaint about 
the statue in the spring, 
the graup, the Freedam 
From Religion Foundation, 
based in Wiscansin, has 
been urging the Forest Ser¬ 
vice not to reauthorize the 
Knights' special-use permit 
for the memorial, which 
is up for renewal. “This is 
a no-brainer,” said Annie 
Laurie Gaylor, co-president 


of the group. “A violation 
doesn’t become less egre¬ 
gious because it’s gane an 
a long time.” Gaylor said 
she would have no prob¬ 
lem if the statue stood on 
private property. But the 
statue’s supporters argue 
that it should be viewed 
as a military memorial, not 
as a religiaus shrine, and 
they paint out that the Bar¬ 
est Service has renewed 
the permit over the years 
without issue. Hiram Sasser, 
a lawyer for the Liberty In¬ 
stitute, a conservative le¬ 
gal advocacy group, said 
that because the ski resort 
is leasing the land from the 
Forest Service, the federal 
gavernment has no right to 
ban the statue merely be¬ 
cause some people might 
not like it. “When the gov¬ 
ernment allows its property 
to be used for various pur¬ 
poses, like a ski resort, then 
they open it up to public 
expression, and they can’t 
exclude a memorial based 
on religious grounds,” said 
Sasser, whose group is 
representing the Kalispell 
chapter at the Knights of 
Columbus in the dispute. 
Caught in the middle of 
the controversy is the For¬ 
est Service, which initially 
denied the Knights’ renew¬ 
al application in August, 
on the grounds that it no 
longer allowed private me¬ 
morials of any sort on na¬ 
tional forest land. □ 


Hair stylist speaks out on 
Romney’s famous locks 


MICHAEL BARBARO 
ASHLEY PARKER 
© 2011 New York Times 
BELMONT, Mass. - Voters 
routinely ask about it on 
the campaign trail. Pun¬ 
dits chronicle the slightest 
changes in its presentation. 
There is a Facebook page 
devoted it - not to men¬ 
tion an entire blog. “Has it 


word she associated with 
Ramney, a businessman, 
Olympics executive and 
governor, Rep. Michele 
Bachmann replied, “Hair.” 
Nobody has a more com¬ 
plicated and intimate re¬ 
lationship with Romney’s 
hair than the man who has 
styled it for more than two 
decades, a barrel-chest¬ 


by name. 

“The Mitt,” they whisper ta 
de Magistris tram the red 
vinyl chairs in his upscale 
salan. Lean & Ca., a few 
blocks from the sprawl¬ 
ing home where Romney 
raised his family. 

De Magistris, who gave 
Romney a $70 trim three 
weeks ago, agreed to 



Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, a candidate for the Republican presidential nomination, 
right, attends the Union Leader’s Santa Fund Luncheon in Manchester, N.H. Romney’s hair has be¬ 
come something of a cosmetological Rorschach test on the campaign trail, with many seeing in 
his thick locks everything they love and loathe about the former governor. 

(Cheryl Senter/The New York Times) 


always been this goad?” 
read a recent online entry. 
The subject of the unusually 
intense political specula¬ 
tion and debate? 

Mitt Romney’s hair. 

By far his most distinctive 
physical feature, Rom¬ 
ney’s head of impeccably 
coiffed black hair has be¬ 
come something of a cos¬ 
metological Rarschach test 
an the campaign trail, with 
many seeing in his thick 
locks everything they love 
and loathe about the Re¬ 
publican candidate for the 
White House. (Command¬ 
ing, reassuring, presidential, 
crow fans; tao stiff, tao slick, 
tea perfect, complain crit¬ 
ics.) 

Remney’s advisers have 
been known to fret about 
the shiny strands, and his 
rivals have sought to turn 
them against him. Asked by 
the late-night host Jimmy 
Fallon on Monday what 


ed, bald Italian immigrant 
named Leon de Magistris. 
For years, de Magistris said 
in an interview, he has tried 
to persuade Romney, 64, to 
loosen up his look by tou¬ 
sling his meticulous mane. 

“I will tell him to mess it up a 
little bit,” said de Magistris, 
69. “I said to him, ‘Let it be 
more natural.’” 

The suggestian has not 
gone over well. 

“He wants a look that is 
very controlled,” de Magis¬ 
tris said. “He is a very con¬ 
trolled man. The hair goes 
with the man.” 

Romney’s is a restrained, 
classic lack: shert at the 
neck, neat an the sides 
and swept back off the 
forehead. “It is nat some¬ 
thing stylish,” de Magistris 
nated. “It is clean and con¬ 
servative.” 

The cut is so recognizable 
that men in this well-heeled 
suburb of Boston ask for it 


share some of the secrets 
behind his most famous cli¬ 
ent’s coiffure in between 
haircuts the other day. 

No, he said, Romney does 
not color his hair. Any such 
artificial enhancement, de 
Magistris said, “is nat-what 
do you call it? - in his DNA.” 
Despite holding its shape 
under all but the mast ex¬ 
treme conditions, it is gel 
and mousse-free. “I don’t 
put any product in there,” 
he avowed. 

And there is this: Some¬ 
times, during long spells 
on the campaign trail, 
Ramney trims his own hair, 
much tc the dismay of his 
stylisf. “It doesn’t make me 
happy,” de Magistris said, 
“but what can I do?” 
Despite his reservations 
about Romney’s ultracon¬ 
servative look, de Magistris 
is extremely protective of 
the former Massachusetts 
governor. □ 
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Black Friday will make Paseo Herencia’s weekly 

Holiday Bazaar even better! 




in their stores! Be sure to 
get there early to take ad¬ 
vantage ot great savings 
at Baci di Roma, La Costa, 
La Langosta, Mario Her¬ 
nandez and La Boutique, 
along with a special offer 
from Maggy's Emporium. A 
diversity of restaurants offer 
great places to catch din¬ 
ner and get there in time to 
get the best buys. Paseo 
Herencia is a particularly 
popular place to enjoy the 
holiday season; every Fri¬ 
day they feature regional 
entertainment reserved 
for Christmastime, Tonight 
it is Paranda Pa Nos gaita 
group, which insures all a 


lively, spirited evening. 

A dozen shops are also 
featuring sidewalk sales, 
so there will be bargains 
galore and fabulous mark- 
downs from La Boutique, 
Alectronics, Del Sol, Car- 
iloha, Havana Nines, The 
Mask, La Langosta Bala- 
neres. Fabulous, Kapricho, 
Dask and IZone. Holiday 
spirit is in the air, and getting 
you holiday shopping done 
is especially fun at Paseo 
Herencia every night, but 
particular on Fridays dur¬ 
ing this special time of year, 
when special savings and 
shows abound; shops stay 
open until 10;00 PM. □ 
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Yes, it is true, the Black Fri¬ 
day Fever has spread even 
to Aruba, with select shops 
in Paseo Herencia Shop¬ 
ping Center in Palm Beach 
offering very special “Hap¬ 
py Hour;” prices on all their 
stock! Price tags are being 
converted into florins from 
dollars- so from 6;00 to 8;00 
PM shoppers can enjoy 
nearly 40% off everything 



Mr. Hans Visser wins $5,480,- at the Aura Casino! 

PALM BEACH - Mr. Hans Visser discov¬ 
ered his lucky streak at the Aura Ca¬ 
sino at the Occidental Grand while play¬ 
ing on the brand new slot machines! 

Hewonatotalamountof $5.480,-in the newly 
renovated Aura Casino “where players win”. 

Mr. Visser is enjoying a wonderful va¬ 
cation with his wife and family for a 
week. Theyare staying in the Riu Hotel. 

The management and staff of the Aura 
Casino want to wish Mr. Visser congratula¬ 
tions on his great win on the slotmachine 
“Luxury Express” The center of Aruba has 
definitely shifted here at the Aura Casino, 
which happens to be smack-dab in the 
middle of all the action on Palm Beach. 

Come and try your luck, maybe you can 
be one of Aura Casino's next lucky winners! 
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Beaujolais Nouveau 2011 celebrated at Casa Tua Barcelona 


ORANJESTAD - Since the 
mid-1980’s, wine lovers 
have enjoyed welcom¬ 
ing the arrival of the new 
Beaujolais Nouveau wines 
with grand parties, held 
traditionally on the third 
Thursday in November. 
This year, Casa Tua Barce¬ 


lona upheld that tradition 
with a special celebration 
and French-themed menu. 
In honor of the red wine’s 
French origin - it is made 
from Camay grapes 
grown in the Beaujolais 
region in France - Casa 
Tua Barcelona prepared 


a lovely French menu, 
consisting of classic dishes 
that are designed to pair 
perfectly with the young 
Beaujolais Nouveau wine. 
Aside from the restaurant’s 
regular menu, guests were 
able to choose from dishes 
such as the French Country 


Side Platter, which offered 
an array of carefully se¬ 
lected meats and cheeses. 
Beef Tartare, served with 
its classical accompani¬ 
ments, Sauteed Mushrooms 
with French Bacon and 
Escargot, and a scrump¬ 
tious French Onion Soup, 


topped with Em- 
mental cheese. 

Casa Tua Owner David Na- 
taf has been collecting old 
French vinyl records, which 
he and his friends were spin¬ 
ning during the party, pro¬ 
viding a true French ambi¬ 
ance for the fete.Q 
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The Sunrise Boys team up with the Link Ladies 



Eagle Beach - The Links La¬ 
dies hosted the San Nicho¬ 
las golt players for a friendly 
two person scramble, mix¬ 
ing the uptown girls with 
the sunrise-side boys for an 
afternoon of great golf at 
Divi Links. 

The resulting tournament 
was a lot of fun, as mem¬ 
bers of the San Nicholas 
Golf Club arrived at Divi 
Links to meet and chal¬ 
lenge the Links Ladies. 

A total of 14 teams par¬ 
ticipated, twenty eight 
players, and they all had 
a blast, says Tabitha Fe- 
cunda. Island Marketing & 
Promotion Manager, The 
Links at Divi Aruba. 

The result of the much en¬ 
joyed tournament were 
the following: Longest 
Drive men, Juni Albert, re¬ 
ceived a Divi Links shirt and 
a basket of Neutrogena 
products; Longest Drive 
lady, Libby ter Weeme, she 
received a Divi Links shirt 
and a basket of Neutro¬ 
gena products. Closest to 
Pin men, Lucio Maduro, re¬ 
ceived a Great Send sports 
bag, a polo shirt and cap, 
and a dinner certificate for 
Mulligan’s Golf Cafe, Bar & 
Restaurant; Closest to Pin 
lady, Bonnie Pick, received 
a Great Send sports bag, 
a polo shirt and cap and 
a dinner certificate at Mul¬ 
ligan’s Golf Cafe, Bar and 
Restaurant. 

Pictures here, scenes from 
the golf course and snap¬ 
shots from the award cer¬ 
emony at Mulligan’s Golf 
Cafe, Bar & Restaurant. 

The Aruba Golf Club, in San 
Nicolas, is the oldest golf 
course on the island, while 
Divi Links is the newest. 
The first one was founded 
in 1939, while Divi Links, a 
9-hole golf course, opened 
in 2004 with a gala party 
and charity golf tourna¬ 
ment, attended by Prince 
Albert of Monaco, Prince 
Pieter Christiaan of the 
Netherlands, and Aruba’s 
Prime Minister. While Divi 
Links is lush and green and 
surrounded by luxurious 
private villas and tropical 
lagoons, the San Nicholas 
course is a unique desert 
golf course. □ 
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Medical marijuana trade 
shaken by crackdown 
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Steve DeAngelo the owner and founder of tfarborside tfealth Center, a large medical marijuana 
dispensary in, with a tray of pot plants, in Oakland, Calif. The medicai marijuana industry has be¬ 
come big business in Caiifornia, but its operators are nervous in the face of stepped-up federai 
government efforts to shut it down. 


ERIK ECKHOLM 
© 2011 New York Times 
UKIAH, Calif. - An intensi¬ 
fying federal crackdown 
on growers and sellers of 
stafe-aufhorized medical 
marijuana has badly shak¬ 
en the billion-dollar indus¬ 
try, which has sprung up in 
California since voters ap¬ 
proved medical use of the 
drug in 1996, and has high¬ 
lighted the stark contradic¬ 
tion between federal and 
state policies. 

Federal law classifies the 
possession and sale of mar¬ 
ijuana as a serious crime 
and does not grant excep¬ 
tions for medical use, so the 
programs adopted here, in 
15 other states and in the 
District of Columbia exist in 
an odd legal limbo. While 
federal agencies have 
long targeted Californians 
who blatantly reap illegal 
profits in the name of medi¬ 
cine, or who smuggle mari¬ 
juana across state lines, the 
Justice Department said in 
2009 that it would not nor¬ 
mally pursue groups provid¬ 
ing marijuana to sick pa¬ 
tients, in accordance with 
state laws. 

But in the last several 
weeks, federal prosecu¬ 
tors hove raided or threat¬ 
ened to seize the property 
of scores of growers and 
dispensaries in California 
that, in some cases, are 
regarded by local officials 
as law-abiding models. At 


the same time, the Internal 
Revenue Service has levied 
large, disputed tax charges 
against the state's largest 
dispensary, threatening its 
ability to continue. 

In a hint of the simmering 
federal-state tensions, Ka- 
mala D. Harris, the attor¬ 
ney general of California, 
described in pointed terms 
the Oct. 7 announcement 
by four U.S. attorneys of 
their tough new campaign 
against many dispensaries, 
which they called commer¬ 
cial operations that violate 
the intent of California law 
as well as federal statutes. 
“It was a unilateral federal 
action, and it has only in¬ 
creased uncertainty about 
how Californians can legiti¬ 
mately comply with state 
law,” Harris said in an in¬ 
terview. Since federal au¬ 
thorities do not recognize 
that marijuana can serve 
medical ends, she said, 
“they ore ill equipped to 
be the decision makers as 
to which providers are vio¬ 
lating the law.” 

But Harris also described 
the state’s regulations gov¬ 
erning medical marijuana 
os “vague and chaotic,” 
and she is working with leg¬ 
islators for more consisten¬ 
cy and stronger controls. 
The growing federal pres¬ 
sure, industry leaders say, 
could force the disman¬ 
tling of some of the co¬ 
operatives that provide 


(Jim Wilson/The New York Times) 

marijuana to more than 
750,000 Californians who 
hove obtained doctor 
“recommendations” to 
treat everything from can¬ 
cer-related nausea to pain 
and anxiety. Within a few 
years, hundreds ofA collec¬ 
tives, large and small, have 
deeply embedded them¬ 
selves in the state, paying 
more than $100 million in 
sales taxes, joining local 
chambers of commerce 
and better business bu¬ 
reaus, even appearing on 
“adopt-o-highway” signs. 
Here in Mendocino County, 
which gladly cooperates 
with federal agents against 
the rampant criminal cul¬ 
tivation of marijuana, offi¬ 
cials devised a permit and 
monthly monitoring system 
for small-scale growers sup¬ 
plying patient groups. The 
sheriff said this had eased 
his burdens and prevented 
diversion to the block mar¬ 
ket, and he praised the 
Northstone Organics Col¬ 
lective, run by Matthew 
Cohen, for scrupulous ad¬ 
herence to the rules. 

But at 6 a.m. on Oct. 13, 
federal Drug Enforcement 
Administration agents with 
assault rifles and chainsaws 
raided Cohen's property in 
the oak-covered hills north 
of Ukiah, cutting down the 
99 hefty plants, 6-12 feet 
tall, that were meant to 
provide marijuana for 1,700 
members. a 


Celebrities, sociai media 
keep pianking popuiar 



Rosario Dawson, with Jimmy Kimmel, pianking. Celebrities like 
the Olsen twins, Katy Perry and Chris Brown have also joined in 
this odd craze. 

(ABC via The New York Times) 


BEE-SHYUAN CHANG 
© 2011 New York Times 

Planking has become the 
annoying trend that just 
won't go away. 

The viral meme - where 
participants lie flat and stiff, 
with nose and belly to the 
ground, to emulate of all 
things a wooden plank - 
has been around for some 
25 years. But it seems that 
celebrities, from Hugh He¬ 
fner to the “Juno” star El¬ 
len Page, are increasingly 
adopting it as a somewhat 
mystifyingly popular pas¬ 
time. 

In recent months, Justin 
Bieber, Katy Perry and Chris 
Brown hove posted plank¬ 
ing images on their Twitter 
feeds. (Bieber and Perry 
both did it on yachts), while 
Mory-Kate and Ashley Ol¬ 
sen took planking to a new 
level on their website, Sty- 
leMint, by intercutting im¬ 
ages of themselves lying 
horizontally in scenes from 
classic Christmas movies 
like “It's a Wonderful Life." 
(The Olsen twins also dem¬ 
onstrated the technique of 
owling, “the act of crouch¬ 
ing and staring like on owl," 
but that’s a whole other 
phenomenon.) 

Though others have 
claimed they were the first 
to discover planking (The 
Guardian newspaper re¬ 
ported that a pair of North 
London lads. Gory Clark¬ 
son and Christian Longdon, 
came up with the idea in 
1997), the comedian Tom 
Green insists it all began 


with him. “I’ve been lying 
down on my face for no 
reason since the mid-’80s,” 
Green said during a recent 
telephone interview. 

But he admits there wasn’t 
much of a following for it. 
“There was no social me¬ 
dia and YouTube then,” he 
said. 

In 2007, Clarkson and 
Longdon started a plank¬ 
ing Facebook group page 
under the name “The Ly¬ 
ing Down Game” (110,793 
members to date). More 
followers popped up. On 
Facebook, the popular 
“Planking” community 
page, established in 2009, 
had 730,365 “likes” as of 
this month. 

Planking, though, has a 
darker side. In mid-May, 
a 20-year-old man died 
in Brisbane, Australia, 
while trying a plank on a 
seventh-story balcony at 
around 4:30 in the morn¬ 
ing. “This morning we have 
seen a young man take this 
activity a step further and 
attempt to plonk on a bal¬ 
cony,” a local police offi¬ 
cial told The Brisbane Times. 
“Unfortunately he has tragi¬ 
cally fallen to his death.” 
But that death, somewhat 
ghoulishly, only increased 
planking’s fame. When Ro¬ 
sario Dawson appeared 
on Jimmy Kimmel’s show 
on June 23, she was a 
week-old plonker. Dawson 
had already planked with 
friends, across a pair of out¬ 
door banisters and on a 
makeup toble.Q 
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Shark bitten: Niemi leads San Jose past Chiacago, 1 -0 

Chicago Blackhawks left wing Andrew Brunette (15) has a shot on goal deflected by San Jose Sharks goalie Antti Niemi of 
Finland, right, as Sharks defenseman Jim Vandermeer (2) looks on during the second period of an NHL hockey game in San Jose, 
Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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Jo-Wilfried Tsonga of France 
celebrates at match point 
after beating Rafael Nadal of 
Spain during their round robin 
singles tennis match at the 
ATP World Tour Finals at 02 
Arena in London, Thursday, 
Nov. 24, 2011. 

Associated Press 

Tsonga beats 
Nadal to reach 
ATP Finals semis 

MATTIAS KAREN 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Whatever 
Rafael Nadal tried ta threw 
at Jo-Wilfried Tsonga at the 
ATP World Tour Finals on 
Thursday, the Frenchman 
always appeared one step 
ahead. Now Nadal is hop¬ 
ing he hasn't left his passion 
for the game behind him. 
Tsonga qualified for the 
semifinals at the expense 
of Nadal, beating the sec¬ 
ond-ranked Spaniard 7-6 
(2), 4-6, 6-3 in a decisive 
round-robin match to join 
Roger Federer in the last 
four of the season-ending 
tournament. 

Nadal — who suffered 
his worst loss ever to Fe¬ 
derer in a 6-3, 6-0 defeat 
Tuesday — subsequently 
acknowledged that his 
motivation and desire has 
been lacking since losing 
the U.S. Open final to No¬ 
vak Djokovic in September. 

Continued on Next Page 
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Pujols, Fielder, Reyes 
offered salary arbitration 



St. Louis Cardinals first baseman Albert Pujols smiles next to the 
World Series trophy during a celebration of the baseball team’s 
11th World Series title, Sunday, Oct. 30, 2011, in St. Louis. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Albert Pu¬ 
jols, Prince Fielder and Jose 
Reyes were offered sal¬ 
ary arbitration Wednesday, 
guaranteeing their teams 
two extra draft picks next 
year if they sign with new 
clubs. 

Teams offered 26 players ar¬ 
bitration, of which six were 
Type A free agents. A new 
club signing one of those 
premier players would lose 
a top pick in June's ama¬ 
teur draft, and a team that 
offers arbitration and loses 
one of those players would 
get two extra selections as 
compensation. 

Pujols (St. Louis), Fielder (Mil¬ 
waukee) and Reyes (Mets) 
received offers, along with 
Boston designated hit¬ 
ter David Ortiz, Texas left¬ 
hander C.J. Wilson and Phil¬ 
adelphia shortstop Jimmy 
Rollins. They have until Nov. 


30 to accept. 

The Phillies declined to offer 
arbitration to right-hander 
Roy Oswalt, the only Type A 
player turned down. 
Reliever Jonathan Papel- 
bon, the eighth Type A 
player, already has left 
Boston to sign a $50 million, 
four-year deal with the Phil¬ 
lies. The Red Sox will receive 
draft-pick compensation 
for losing Popelbon. 

San Diego offered arbitra¬ 
tion to closer Heath Bell, 
who hod been a Type A 
player but was reclassified 
under Tuesday's labor deal. 
If he signs elsewhere, the 
Padres will gain two draft 
picks, but Bell’s new club 
won’t lose any. Also in that 
category ore relievers Ryan 
Modson (Philadelphia) and 
Francisco Rodriguez (Mil¬ 
waukee), outfielders Mi¬ 
chael Cuddyer (Minnesota) 


and Josh Willingham (Oak¬ 
land), and second base- 
man Kelly Johnson (Toron¬ 
to). 

Also offered arbitration 
were Padres pitcher Aaron 
Harang, Chicago White Sox 
left-hander Mark Buehrle, 
St. Louis right-hander Ed¬ 
win Jackson, Yankees right¬ 
hander Freddy Garcia, Phil¬ 
lies outfielder Raul Ibanez, 
Cubs first baseman Carlos 
Pena, Cubs third baseman 
Aramis Ramirez, Red Sox 
right-hander Dan Wheel¬ 
er; Twins outfielder Jason 
Kubel; Oakland outfielder 
David DeJesus; Pittsburgh 
first baseman Derrek Lee; 
Toronto right-handers Frank 
Francisco and Jon Rauch; 
and Blue Joys catcher Jose 
Molina. Three free agents 
agreed to contracts. Left¬ 
hander Bruce Chen stayed 
with Kansas City for a $9 


million, two-year deal; out¬ 
fielder Grady Sizemore re¬ 
mained with Cleveland for 
a $5 million, one-year con¬ 


tract; and catcher Ryan 
Doumit left Pittsburgh for a 
$3 million, one-year agree¬ 
ment with Minnesota. □ 



Mardy Fish of the U.S. reacts after losing a point during their 
round robin singles tennis match against Roger Federer of 
Switzerland at the ATP World Tour Finals at 02 Arena in London, 
Thursday, Nov. 24, 2011. 

Associated Press 


AlP Final 


Continued from Front 


Nodal has not won a title 
since then, losing his only 
final to Andy Murray in To¬ 
kyo. 

“I was little bit less passion¬ 
ate for the gome prob¬ 
ably, because I was a little 
bit more tired than usual,” 
Nodal said. “To compete I 
wasn’t in the right way.” 
Against Tsonga these days, 
you need to be. 

The tall Frenchman used his 
powerful ground strokes to 
dictate ploy against Nodal, 
and tried to speed up rallies 
by using a serve-and-volley 
approach that the Span¬ 
iard struggled to counter. 
“Jo knows where I hit every 
ball during the point,” 
Nodal said. “I didn’t have 
a surprise shot during all 
the match. So that’s very 
difficult at this level.” 

Nodal still plans to play in 
the Davis Cup final against 
Argentina in December — 
an event that usually brings 
out his best and gives him 
a chance to end 2011 
on a high note. But he 
acknowledged that the 
end of the year “wasn’t 


easy for me.” Nodal won 
his sixth French Open title 
in May but continually saw 
himself bested by Djokovic, 
who won the other three 
Grand Slam titles and took 
over the No. 1 ranking. 

But Nodal said he isn’t letting 
himself get frustrated by 


the Serb’s dominance over 
him. “Frustration is not the 
right word for me,” Nodal 
said. “In your career you 
have moments (up) here, 
you have moments (down) 
here, you come back, you 
go down. And today is not 
my best moment.” 


The win gave Tsonga a 2-1 
record in group play while 
Nodal fell to 1-2 in Group 
B. It is the first time Tsonga 
has reached the semifinals 
of the event, while Nodal 
missed out for the second 
time in five appearances. 
Federer beat America's 
Mardy Fish 6-1, 3-6, 6-3 
earlier to finish the group 
stage undefeated at 
3-0. David Ferrer of Spain 
has also qualified for the 
semifinals from Group A, 
with top-ranked Novak 
Djokovic and the Czech 
Republic’s Tomas Berdych 
in contention for the last 
spot going into the final 
group matches on Friday. 

In perhaps the hardest- 
fought match of the 
tournament so far, Tsonga 
broke twice in the third set 
to go up 5-2. But he faltered 
in the next game, double- 
faulting three times to give 
Nodal renewed hope, only 
to bounce back and break 
the Spaniard to love. He 
sealed the win with a hard 
forehand winner. 

“Tonight I just played, 
well, amazing tennis,” 
Tsonga said. “I was really 
aggressive. I had a good 
percentage on winners. I 
put a lot of pressure on him 
today.” 


Tsonga often dictated the 
early rallies with his powerful 
groundstrokes and earned 
the only two break points 
of the first set by taking a 
15-40 lead in the fourth 
gome. Nodal saved the first 
by challenging a coll in the 
middle of a long rally when 
he correctly judged that 
Tsonga’s shot was long, and 
hit a service winner on the 
second. Tsonga dominated 
the tiebreaker, however, 
winning the last five points 
and hitting on ace on his 
first set point. 

Nodal earned the first 
break of the match when 
Tsonga served at 5-4 in the 
second to force a decider. 
But the Frenchman soon 
took charge in the third, 
breaking for a 2-1 lead with 
a delicate drop shot that 
Nodal could only return 
into the net. Nodal then 
netted on easy forehand 
to go down 5-2, hanging 
his head in despair, and 
couldn’t fight back despite 
Tsonga handing him the 
next game. 

In the early match, Federer 
began the first set with 
the same kind of ruthless 
efficiency that helped him 
beat Nodal in just one hour, 
breaking Fish three times in 
the first set. □ 
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Romo rallies Dallas to 20-19 victory over Miami 


By JAIME ARON 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 

— Tony Romo doesn’t core 
about winning in style. He’s 
leading the Dallas Cow¬ 
boys to victories, and that’s 
all that matters. 

Romo overcame a pair 
of early interceptions by 
throwing two touchdown 
passes to Laurent Robin¬ 
son and rookie Dan Bai- 
leymade a 28-yard field 
goal as time expired, giving 
the Dallas Cowboys a 20-19 
victory over the Miami Dol¬ 
phins on Thursday. 

The Cowboys (7-4) were 
never able to grab control, 
but also never trailed by 
more than six points. The 
defense gave up scores on 
four straight series, but lim¬ 
ited the damage because 
three of those were field 
goals. They finally got a 
stop with Dallas trailing 19- 
17. Romo took over on his 
36-yard line with 2:59 left. 
He completed a few pass¬ 
es, then rookie DeMarco 
Murray kept grinding out 
yards and winding down 
the clock to set up Bailey’s 
winner. 

“We did enough to give 
ourselves a chance to win 
the game,” Dallas coach 
Jason Garrett said. 

This was the second straight 
game that Bailey ended 
with a field goal, and the 
fourth time he’s done it 
this season. The kick was 
his 26th straight made field 
goal, matching the sec¬ 
ond-best in club history. 

It also was a measure of 
redemption for Cowboys 
fans, coming 18 years af¬ 
ter the Dolphins won a 
Thanksgiving game on a 
last-second field goal fol¬ 
lowing Leon Lett’s memo¬ 
rable gaffe on a snowy 
afternoon. This time, con¬ 
ditions were so balmy that 
the glass end-zone doors 
at Cowboys Stadium were 
opened for the first time all 
season. 

Dallas won its fourth straight, 
continuing its best streak 
since a division champi¬ 
onship season in 2009. The 
Cowboys also grabbed 
sole possession of first place 
in the NFC East, moving a 
half-game ahead of the 
Giants. New York plays at 
New Orleans on Monday 
night. 



Dallas Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo (9) and kicker Dan Bailey (5) celebrate Bailey’s game¬ 
winning field goal as Miami Dolphins cornerback Jimmy Wilson (27), Will Allen (25) and Nolan 
Carroll (28) look on during an NFL football game, Thursday, Nov. 24, 2011, in Arlington, Texas. The 
Cowboys won 20-19. 

Associated Press 


Miami (3-8) had won three 
straight. The Dolphins 
hadn’t allowed a touch¬ 
down for 13 quarters be¬ 
fore Robinson’s first TD with 
55 seconds left in the first 
half. 

Matt Moore set up that 
touchdown by letting a 
shotgun snap go through 
his hands for a fumble that 
was recovered by Dallas 
only 5 yards from the end 
zone. 

He bounced back by lead¬ 
ing Miami to scores on four 
straight possessions. He had 
three straight drives of at 
least 70 yards in the sec¬ 
ond half, putting the Dol¬ 
phins up 19-17 with 7:14 left. 
He didn’t score on his final 
drive, and that wound up 
being the difference. 

Romo ended a streak of 
128 straight passes without 
an interception, but he 
completed 22 of 34 for 226 
yards. Many of those came 
while scrambling and some 
while also being hit or 
grabbed. He was patient 
waiting for the 5-yarder to 
Robinson to develop, and 
the pair were in sync on an 
18-yarder made with Romo 
moving to his left. 

“He just kind of kept hang¬ 
ing in there,” Garrett said. 
“I thought he moved in the 


pocket really well. In critical to make plays.” 
situations, he ... allowed us Murray ran 22 times for 87 


yards. He bloodied an el¬ 
bow on the opening drive, 
leaving red smudges on his 
jersey and pants through¬ 
out the afternoon. It was a 
fitting touch for the way he 
played on the final series, 
gaining 27 yards on five 
straight runs as the clock 
went from 2:41 to :17, forc¬ 
ing the Dolphins to take their 
final two timeouts as well as 
the two-minute warning. 
Robinson caught seven 
passes for 79 yards. Jason 
Witten had four catches for 
43 yards and Murray had 
41 yards on four catches. 
Dez Bryant caught three 
balls for 35 yards and had a 
20-yard punt return to start 
the winning drive. Moore 
was 19 of 32 for 288 yards 
and a touchdown. He took 
four sacks and had trouble 
handling several snaps, al¬ 
though losing only one. 

The part he’ll regret the 
most is getting within 10 
yards of the end zone four 
times, and always settling 
for field goals. Shayne Gra¬ 
ham hit them from 23, 26, 
27 and 28 yards.Q 


Aussies lead at World 
Cup but Irish stars loom 


HAIKOU, China (AP)— Aus¬ 
tralia took the lead in the 
first round of the World Cup 
on Thursday after shooting 
an 11-under 61, finishing 
two strokes ahead of tour¬ 
nament favorites Rory Mcll- 
roy and Graeme McDowell 
of the Ireland team. 

Richard Green and Bren- 
don Jones totaled seven 
birdies and an eagle on the 
par-72 Blackstone course 
at Mission Hills golf resort 
on the South China island 
of Hainan. The pair finished 
in a share of third place in 
2008 for Australia, which 
won the last of its four World 
Cup titles in 1989. “We just 
combined perfectly. We 
never doubled up on bird¬ 
ies, and that’s the key in 
this game,” said Jones, 
who was still in high school 
when Australia last won. 
“You want to make a lot of 
birdies, but you don’t want 
to make them on the same 
hole. That’s what we did.” 
Ireland made ground on 


the Australians on the back 
nine with Mcliroy, ranked 
No. 2 and the U.S. Open 
champion, holing five bird¬ 
ies and an eagle. McDow¬ 
ell, the 2010 U.S. Open win¬ 
ner, had two birdies. 

Mcliroy and McDowell rep¬ 
resent their native North Ire¬ 
land as individual players 
but Ireland in team events. 
They were runners-up in the 
last edition in 2009 to Italy’s 
Edoardo and Francesco 
Molinari, who currently 
have a share of 19th place. 
The format is two rounds 
each of foursomes and four- 
balls. Friday’s second round 
is foursomes with players hit¬ 
ting alternate shots. 

“The strategy changes to¬ 
morrow and is a very dif¬ 
ficult day that it will sepa¬ 
rate the field a little bit,” 
McDowell said. “Foursomes 
is probably the most diffi¬ 
cult format of golf. You’ve 
got to play a little less ag¬ 
gressively. This is a difficult 
golf course. You’re trying to 


keep your partner in posi¬ 
tion. 

“Rory and I have played it 
in The Ryder Cups and the 
Seve Trophys, and it is prob¬ 
ably the most pressure- 
packed format.” 

Martin Liard and Stephen 
Gallacher of Scofland are 
fied for second wifh Ireland. 
The Netherlands’ Joost Lui- 
ten and Robert-Jan Derk- 
sen and Matt Kucharand 
Gary Woodland of the Unit¬ 
ed States are next on 64. 
“We don’t play that many 
team events in the States,” 
Kuchar said. “The tourna¬ 
ments are mostly individual 
stroke play. I think the big¬ 
gest difference here is hav¬ 
ing a partner, and it allows 
you to be a little more ag¬ 
gressive. I think my role is 
the steady role and I’ll let 
Gary be aggressive.” 
Germany, Spain, Denmark 
and Colombia follow on 
65, a stroke ahead of Ian 
Poulter and Justin Rose of 
England.^ 
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Packers beat Lions 27-15 to improve to 11-0 



Green Bay Packers wide receiver Jordy Neison (87) ieaps over 
wide receiver Donald Driver (80) as he runs a reception during 
the third quarter of an NFL football game against the Detroit Lions 
in Detroit on Thursday, Nov. 24, 2011. 


By LARRY LAGE 
DETROIT (AP) — Aaron Rod¬ 
gers took every hit the De¬ 
troit Lionscould dish out. 

He just kept throwing — 
and winning. 

Rodgers threw two touch¬ 
down passes and the Green 
Boy Pockersbuilt o big lead 
in the third quarter thanks in 
port to Ndomukong Suh’s 
ejection during a 27-15 vic¬ 
tory in Detroit on Thursday. 
Detroit’s best chance to 
beat the Packers was to 
knock Rodgers out of the 
game, just as it did lost year 
in a victory that started a 
nine-game winning streak. 
The Lions gave that tactic a 
shot, hitting him even if he 
had already gotten rid of 
the ball. Kyle Vanden Bosch 
was flagged for one of 
those late hits and could've 
drawn another penalty for 
trying to rough up the star 
quarterback even more on 
the same drive. 

Rodgers refused to be rat¬ 
tled, kept his cool and won 
— again. 

“We try to rise above 
things like that," Rodgers 
said. “We knew in a rivalry 
game, there are going to 
be a hard of hard hits, but 
we kept things between 
the whistles.” 

The defending champion 
Packers are 11 -0 for the first 
time in franchise history and 
have won a team-record 
17 straight, including the 
playoffs. 

“I don’t feel any pressure, 
this is a good place to be,” 
coach Mike McCarthy said. 
“Who doesn’t want to be 
11 - 0 ?” 

Green Bay easily passed 
what was expected to be 
one of its toughest tests to¬ 
ward joining the 2007 New 


England Patriots as the 
NFL’s only teams to have 
16-0 regular seasons. 

“We’re a long way from 
there,” Rodgers said. “This 
is a big step toward our first 
goal, which is winning the 
division. If we are undefeat¬ 
ed after 14 or 15 games, 
we’ll talk about 16.” 

While the Packers are work¬ 
ing on a perfect season, De¬ 
troit (7-4) has to figure out a 
way to avoid the physical 
and mental mistakes that 
have put the team on the 
playoff bubble after a 5-0 
start. 

The Lions have lost a fran¬ 
chise-record eight consec¬ 
utive Thanksgiving games 
and added to their misery 
in ugly fashion. 

“It really does ruin the holi¬ 
day,” center Dominic Raio- 
la said. “You put so much 
into this and to go out there 
and lay an egg like that, it’s 
disappointing. My day’s ru¬ 
ined.” 

Suh’s day might lead to an¬ 
other fine — and possibly a 
suspension. 

He was tossed for stomp¬ 
ing on Evan Dietrich-Smith’s 
right arm in the third quar¬ 
ter. 

Suh insisted he didn’t inten¬ 
tionally step on the oppos¬ 
ing lineman with his right 
foot, saying he was just try¬ 
ing to separate himself from 
the situation. 

“I apologize to my team¬ 
mates and my fans and my 
coaches for putting myself 
in a position to be misinter¬ 
preted and taken out of 
the game,” Suh said. 
Dietrich-Smith wouldn’t say 
it was a dirty play. 

“Stuff happens,” he said. 
Green Bay defensive end 
Ryan Pickett was more out¬ 


spoken. 

“There’s no place for that,” 
Pickett said. 

The Packers took advan¬ 
tage of Suh’s misstep just as 
they did on Matthew Staf¬ 
ford’s three interceptions. 
John Kuhn followed nose 
tackle B.J. Raji for a 1-yard 
TD plunge after Suh was 
flagged on third down, and 
Green Bay turned Stafford’s 
interceptions into two TDs 
and a field goal. 

Detroit became the NFL’s 
first team to win three 
games in a season after 
trailing by 17 points with 
Sunday’s comeback win 
over Carolina, but the Pack- 


Associated Press 

ers proved they weren’t as 
vulnerable as the Panthers. 
The Lions finally scored 
when Keiland Williams ran 
for a 16-yard TD with 13:11 
left and added the 2-point 
conversion on a pass from 
Stafford to Titus Young that 
trimmed Green Bay’s lead 
to 16. 

They scored a meaningless 
TD on Stafford’s 3-yard pass 
to Calvin Johnson with 11 
seconds left. 

Detroit had raised expecta¬ 
tions for a competitive and 
entertaining game during 
its annual showcase after 
losing the last seven games 
by three-plus TDs on aver¬ 


age. 

The Lions kept it close early 
— in a punt- and penalty- 
filled first half — then simply 
couldn’t keep up with Rod¬ 
gers’ passing attack and 
failed to stay disciplined. 

A game that was score¬ 
less for the first 25 minutes 
turned into a 24-0 lead for 
Green Bay late in the third. 
“You have to keep your 
composure," Green Bay 
cornerback Charles Wood- 
son said. “In big games, 
you need your best players 
there. 

“They broke and we took 
advantage of it.” 

Rodgers doesn’t need any 
help, but he did get an as¬ 
sist when Detroit lost three 
defensive backs to injuries, 
leaving the Lions with re¬ 
ceiver Rashied Davis in the 
secondary. 

Rodgers was 22 of 32 for 
307 yards. 

He threw a 3-yard TD pass 
to Greg Jennings with 4:51 
left in the first half for the 
first score of the game and 
a 65-yard pass to James 
Jones in the third for a 21-0 
lead. 

Stafford was 32 of 45 for 276 
yards. He was picked off by 
Woodson, Clay Matthews 
and Robert Francois. 
Despite the humbling loss, 
Stafford remained confi¬ 
dent about how his team 
stacks up with the Packers. 
“I still do feel like we match 
up really well against those 
guys," he said. “We didn’t 
play our best. We didn’t 
get a bunch of breaks.” 
Green Bay’s winning streak, 
including its run in the 
2010 playoffs, equals the 
streak the Oakland Raid¬ 
ers had during the 1976-77 
seasons. □ 
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Bruins edge Sabres, extend win streak to 10 


The Associated Press 
BUFFALO, New York (AP) — 

Benoit Pouliot scored the 
deciding goal in the fifth 
round of as shootout os 
the Boston Bruins rallied 
from two different two- 
gool deficits for their 10th 
straight win, o 4-3 victory 
over the Buffalo Sabres on 
Wednesday. 

Tyler Seguin had a goal 
and assist. Brad Marchond 
and Zdeno Chara also 
scored, and Tim Thomas 
finished with 31 saves for 
Boston in the first meet¬ 
ing between the teams 
since Milan Lucic bowled 
over Sabres goalie Ryan 
Miller 11 days ago. Miller 
sustained a concussion on 
the play, and is still side¬ 
lined. 

The Sabres didn’t go af¬ 
ter Lucic at the time, but 
Paul Gcustcd and Lucic 
squared off just 83 sec¬ 
onds into this one, with Lu¬ 
cic landing several rights 
to Gaustad's head and 
body. 

It is the Bruins’ first 10-game 
winning streak since Dec. 
12 to Jan. 1,2009. 

T.J. Brennan scored his first 
NHL goal in his first game, 
and Christian Ehrhoff and 
Thomas Vcnek also scored 
for the Sabres, who lost their 
second straight. 

*BLUES 3, PENGUINS 2, OT 
At Pittsburgh, Alex Pi- 
etrangelo beat Marc-An¬ 
dre Floury with less than a 
minute to go in overtime to 
lift St. Louis post Pittsburgh 
in Sidney Crosby’s second 
gome bock from concus¬ 
sion-related symptoms. 
Crosby went scoreless 
and the Blues won despite 
blowing a pair of one-goal 


leads. Scott Nichol and Ja¬ 
mie Longenbrunner also 
scored for the Blues. Brian 
Elliott stopped 31 shots. 


James Neal scored his 13th 
goal of the season for Pitts¬ 
burgh and Steve Sullivan 
collected his third. Floury 
made 40 saves for the Pen¬ 
guins. 

*WILD 3, PREDATORS 2 

At St. Paul, Minnesota, 
Dany Heatley, Kyle Brod- 
ziak and Cal Clutterbuck 
scored third-period goals, 
and Josh Harding made 
23 saves as the Minnesota 
won its fifth straight. 

Heatley scored at 1:05 of 
the period for his sixth goal 
of the season to tie the 
gome at 1-1. Brodziak got 
his fifth of the season on a 
power play at 9:39. And 


Clutterbuck capped the 
run with his fifth of the sea¬ 
son, a short-handed goal 
at 13:19 of the period. 


Nashville’s Jordin Tootoo 
opened the scoring with his 
second goal at 5:21 of the 
season. Ryan Suter added 
a power-play goal to cut it 
to 3-2 at 13:57. 

’^CANADIENS 4, HURRI¬ 
CANES 3, SO 

At Raleigh, North Carolina, 
Brian Gionta scored the 
lone goal in the shootout 
as Montreal snapped Car¬ 
olina’s two-game winning 
streak. 

Montreal rallied from a two- 
goal deficit after Carolina’s 
Jiri TIusty and Anthony Stew¬ 
art scored first-period goals. 
Montreal tied the game 
by getting a short-handed 


goal from Lars Eller at 9:06 
of the second period and 
then the Canodiens tied it 
at 2-2 when Michael Cam- 


Associated Press 

malleri tipped in a pass 
from Josh Gorges 27 sec¬ 
onds into the third period. 
Brandon Sutter’s goal at 
3:18 of the third gave Caro¬ 
lina a brief 3-2 lead, but Tra¬ 
vis Moen evened the score 
again when picked up his 
100th career point. 

*RED WINGS 5, FLAMES 3 
At Detroit, Pavel Datsyuk 
and Vaitteri Filppula scored 
1:14 apart late in the third 
period to break a tie and 
give Detroit the win. 

Tomas Holmstrom had two 
power-play goals, Datsyuk 
added two assists and Ian 
White hod a goal and two 
assists for Detroit. Nicklas 


Lidstrom and Jiri Hudler had 
two assists apiece and Jim¬ 
my Howard made 19 saves. 
Jarome Iginia, Brendan 
Morrison, Olli Jokinen 
scored for Calgary. Miikka 
Kiprusoff stopped 25 shots. 

*PANTHERS 2, RANGERS 1 
At Sunrise, Florida, Jason 
Garrison and Kris Versteeg 
scored and Jose Theodore 
stopped 19 shots to lead 
Florida to its third straight 
win. 

Derek Stepan scored his 
fourth goal for New York, 
which lost a second straight 
game following a seven- 
game winning streak. 
Henrik Lundqvist made 36 
saves. 

Tomas Fleischmann had 
two assists for the Panthers, 
who hove won four of five 
and are 6-2-3 in their last 11 
gomes. 

*DEVILS 2, BLUE JACKETS 1, 
SO 

At Newark, New Jersey, 
Martin Brodeur stopped 35 
shots and made two more 
saves in the shootout to 
lead New Jersey over Co¬ 
lumbus. 

Ilya Kovalchuk and 7ach 
Porise scored in the shoot¬ 
out for the Devils and Bro¬ 
deur made those shots 
stand up by making a glove 
save on Rick Nash and a 
body save on Mark Letestu 
to ice the win. 

Dainius 7ubrus, who was 
honored before the game 
for becoming the 267th 
player to appear in 1,000 
NHL games, tallied for New 
Jersey in the second pe¬ 
riod. 

Tough-guy Jared Boll had 
tied the game in the third 
period for Columbus with 
his first of the season.Q 



Boston Bruins’ Zdeno Chora (33), of Slovakia, and Buffaio Sabres’ Robyn Regehr (24) fight during 
the first period of on NHL hockey gome, Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2011, in Buffaio, N.Y. The Bruins won 
4-3 in a shoofout. 
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England study: Low-risk births don’t need hospital 



Stephanie Schroeder, of Dearborn Heights, ieft iooks on os Linda Poweii, birthing RN monitors her 
before giving birth in the iobor and deiivery unit at the Ookwood Hospitoi in Dearborn, Mich, on 
Oct., 27, 2011. A project that’s working to study the effects of discouraging women from having 
Caesarean section births in some coses has oireody changed pregnancy core in Michigan. The 
Michigan Heoith and Hospitoi Association project has brought changes at 65 Michigan hospitais 
as they move to eiiminate many C-section births and curb the use of iabor-induction drugs during 
the first 39 weeks of pregnancy. 


MARIA CHENG 
AP Medical Writer 
LONDON (AP) — A new 

study in England shows little 
difference in complica¬ 
tions among the babies of 
women with low-risk preg¬ 
nancies who delivered in 
hospitals versus those who 
gave birth with midwives at 
home or in birthing centers. 
Based on the findings, re¬ 
searchers said women with 
uncomplicated pregnan¬ 
cies in England should be 
able to choose where they 
wont to give birth — and 
one expert said about holt 
of oil pregnant women 
here could potentially safe¬ 
ly give birth outside a hos¬ 
pital. 

But they sounded a note of 
caution for first-time moth¬ 
ers and their infants, who 
may face a higher risk if 
they choose a home birth. 
“I would never say women 
should give birth in a par¬ 
ticular place, 

but hope this gives women 
more information to make 
an informed choice,” said 
Dr. Peter Brocklehurst, di¬ 
rector of the Institute for 
Women’s Health at Uni¬ 
versity College Hospital in 
London, one of the paper’s 
lead authors. He conduct¬ 
ed the research while at 
Oxford University. 

“Birth isn't an abnormal 


process, it’s a physiological 
process,” he said. 

“And if your pregnancy 
and labor is not complicat¬ 
ed, then you don’t need a 
high level of specific exper¬ 
tise.” 

Brocklehurst added that 
about 50 percent of preg¬ 
nant women in England 


— those who are low-risk — 
should be able to choose 
where to have their baby. 
More than 90 percent of 
pregnant women in Eng¬ 
land now give birth in a 
hospital. Some officials 
say the new study should 
prompt women to consider 
alternatives. 


Associated Press 

“This is about giving women 
a choice,” said Mary New- 
burn of NCT, a U.K. char¬ 
ity for parents, one of the 
study's authors. She said 
midwife-run birth centers 
in England have a more 
homelike environment, 
with privacy, sofas and 
birthing pools. 


In Britain, midwives deliv¬ 
er more than 60 percent 
of babies already. Simi¬ 
lar care is provided in the 
Netherlands, where about 
a quarter of all births hap¬ 
pen at home. 

Elsewhere in Europe, most 
births are led by doctors, al¬ 
though midwives may also 
be involved. 

In the United States, how¬ 
ever, less than one percent 
of births happen at home. 
The American College of 
Obstetricians and Gyne¬ 
cologists does not support 
planned home births and 
warns evidence shows they 
have a higher risk of new¬ 
born death compared to 
planned hospital births. The 
training of midwives in the 
U.S. varies by state — and 
some have no regulations. 
Brocklehurst and col¬ 
leagues collected data for 
nearly 65,000 mothers and 
babies between 2008 and 
2010 in England. Of those, 
there were 19,706 births in 
hospital obstetric wards, 
16,840 births at home, 
11,282 births in “freestand¬ 
ing” midwifery units — in¬ 
dependent clinics where 
there are no doctors or 
access to anesthetics — 
and 16,710 births in “along¬ 
side” midwifery units, often 
housed within hospitals. 

All the pregnancies were 
low-risk, meaning the 
mothers were healthy and 
carried their baby to term. 
Women planning C-sec- 
tions or expecting twins or 
multiple births were exclud¬ 
ed from the study. 

In the U.K.’s hospital ob¬ 
stetric wards, most low-risk 
women don't see a doctor 
during labor and are only 
treated by midwives.Q 
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This holiday season, the tablet goes mainstream 


RACHEL METZ 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP)— Tis 

the season of the tablet. 
Despite the gloomy econo¬ 
my, shoppers are expected 
to shell out for tablet com¬ 
puters this December, mak¬ 
ing them about os popular 
os candy cones and twin¬ 
kling lights. 

The glossy-screened gad¬ 
gets ore the most-desired 
electronic devices this holi¬ 
day season. And, of all the 
gifts people are craving, 
tablets ore second only to 
clothing, according to the 
Consumer Electronics Asso¬ 
ciation. The industry group 
expects U.S. consumers to 
spend an average of $246 
on electronic gifts, includ¬ 
ing tablets. 

With help from his three 
siblings. Bob Cardina, 26, 
plans to purchase an iPad 
for his parents for Christmas. 
Cardina and his sister live 
in Washington. His parents 
live in Tampa, Florida. So 
he’s excited to be able to 
video chat with his parents 
— them on the new iPad, 
him on his iPhone. He thinks 
his mother will be especially 
happy with the gift. One of 
her friends has an iPad and 
she’s “definitely taken a lik¬ 
ing to it,” he said. 

To be sure, tablets were on 
some wish lists last year, but 
they were mostly prized by 
gadget geeks. In the past 
year, they have become 
more mainstream. Consum¬ 
ers have become comfort¬ 
able using touch screens, 
especially as smartphones 
continue to proliferate. 
Tablets are popping up in 
unexpected places, too. 
Apple Inc.’s iPad in particu¬ 
lar is being used as a learn¬ 
ing tool in schools, a digital 
cash register in shops and a 
menu at restaurants. 

In 2010, people were “try¬ 
ing to figure out what the 
whole tablet thing was 


about,” says Gartner an¬ 
alyst Carolina Milanesi. 
“Now, people know what 
to do with a tablet.” 

For some people, the de¬ 
vice has become indis¬ 
pensable for playing and 
working. While you can surf 
the Web, send emails and 
watch movies on a laptop 
or smartphone, consumers 
are gravitating to tablets 
because they can be more 
convenient. 

The iPad is still expected to 
far outsell other tablets this 
year. According to Gartner 
Inc., nearly 64 million tab¬ 
lets will be sold worldwide 
by the end of the year. 
Some 73 percent of them 
will be iPads. By Gartner’s 
estimate, Apple will sell 47 
million iPads this year — a 
figure it could certainly 


achieve, given that it sold 
25 million of them by the 
end of September. 

But while many think of the 
iPad as synonymous with 
the word “tablet,” plenty of 
shoppers will be looking for 
a more affordable tablet to 
give this year. 

Two of the most promising 
competitors come from on¬ 
line retailer Amazon.com 
Inc. and book seller Barnes 
& Noble Inc. The compa¬ 
nies, major players in the e- 
reader market, recently re¬ 
leased tablets of their own 
that undercut the iPad’s 
$499 base price: Amazon’s 
Kindle Fire, which costs 
$199, and Barnes & Noble’s 
Nook Tablet, which costs 
$249. The Fire, which uses a 
heavily modified version of 
Google Inc.’s Android tab- 
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In this Sept. 28, 2011 file photo, the Kindle Fire is displayed at 
a news conference, in New York. Tablets are the most-desired 
electronic device this hoiiday shopping season, second oniy to 
clothing as the gift people are craving most. 

Associated Press 


let software, is expected to 
be particularly popular with 
gift givers in part because 
of its low price. 


“When you get below $200, 
sales go up dramatically,” 
says technology analyst 
Rob Enderle.Q 
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China signs $6 biiiion ioan to Venezueia 


JORGE RUEDA 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Chinese officials signed 
$6 billion in new loons fo 
Venezuela on Thursday 
aiming fo boosf fhe Soufh 
American counfry's oil in- 
dusfry. 

After the loons were signed, 
Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez defended his 
country’s growing ties with 
China as vital to his coun¬ 
try’s development. He also 
dismissed criticisms by op¬ 
ponents who question the 
mounting loons, which ore 
to be paid bock in oil ship¬ 
ments. 

Chino has swiftly become 
Venezuela’s biggest for¬ 
eign lender in recent years, 
and had previously agreed 
to more than $32 billion in 


loons. Venezuelan Energy 
Minister Rafael Ramirez hod 
said Wednesday that the 
new loons would increase 
oil production involving 
Chinese and Venezuelan 
companies from about 
100,000 barrels o day to 
about 330,000 barrels o 
day. 

The new loans include $4 
billion to increase oil pro¬ 
duction, os well os $1.5 bil¬ 
lion for refinery projects and 
$500 million for buying oil 
drills and other equipment, 
officials said. 

The deals hove received 
strong criticism from some 
Chavez opponents, who 
argue that the debt isn’t 
beneficial for Venezuela 
or for its state oil company 
Petroleos de Venezuela SA. 
“I don’t know how some 
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From left: Jorge Giordani, Venezuela’s Minister of Planning 
and Finance, Hugo Chavez, Venezuela’s President and Zhan 
Xiaoquiang, China's Vice Minister of National Development and 
Reform,join hands after signing agreements during a ceremony 
at Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas, Venezuela, 
Thursday, Nov. 24, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Miraflores Presidential Office) 


Venezuelans con criticize 
this relationship with Chi¬ 
na,” Chavez said in o tele¬ 
vised speech. “I think what 
they're doing is following 
instructions from the Penta¬ 
gon and the White House.” 
Chavez accused opposition 
politicians of siding with U.S. 
“imperialism” in criticizing his 


ties with China. The U.S. 
government, however, 
hasn’t publicly objected 
to Venezuela’s growing 
trade relationship with Bei¬ 
jing. 

Chavez has sought to 
boost oil soles to Chino 
in the post several years 
while trying to diversify 


Venezuela’s oil clientele. 
The United States remains 
the top buyer of Venezu¬ 
elan oil. 

Opposition lawmaker 
Miguel Angel Rodriguez 
has said the loons effec¬ 
tively “mortgage the coun¬ 
try” and has demanded 
the government provide 
details of its deals, includ¬ 
ing the prices at which 
Venezuela is selling the oil 
to China. Government offi¬ 
cials hove said the oil is be¬ 
ing sold at market prices. 
The infusion of cosh from 
Chino has provided key 
support os Chavez looks 
to boost spending ahead 
of next year's presidential 
election. Chinese compa¬ 
nies ore helping to build 
railways as well as public 
housing projects. 

Among other agreements 
signed Thursday, Chinese 
companies will help build 
and upgrade power plants 
and moke other improve¬ 
ments to Venezuela's elec¬ 
trical system.Q 


Portugal lowered to junk 
status as big strike hits 


BARRY HAHON 
Associated Press 
LISBON, Portugal (AP) — Por¬ 
tugal’s efforts to climb out of 
its economic crisis suffered o 
double setback Thursday os 
its credit rating was down¬ 
graded to junk status and 
o major strike gave voice 
to brood public outrage 
over austerity measures that 
hove squeezed living stan¬ 
dards. Portugal’s deepening 
plight underlined Europe’s 
difficulties in finding o way 
out of the continent’s gov¬ 
ernment debt crisis which 
has recently shown alarming 
signs of spreading to bigger 
nations, most notably Italy. 
Like others in the 17-country 


eurozone, Portugal has 
embarked on a big aus¬ 
terity program to make 
its debts sustainable. Ear¬ 
lier this year, Portugal fol¬ 
lowed Greece and Ireland 
in taking o bailout to overt 
bankruptcy. As in Greece, 
though, the government's 
tough medicine, which is 
required by international 
creditors in return for the 
€78 billion ($104 billion) in 
bailout money, is unpopu¬ 
lar. The strike had o huge 
turnout, making it possi¬ 
bly the biggest walkout in 
more than 20 years. Police 
detained three demon¬ 
strators who scuffled with 
police outside Parliament 


otter o protest march. As¬ 
sociated Press Television 
News reported. “They ore 
trying to destroy the na¬ 
tional health service, and 
salaries haven’t gone up 
since 2004,” striking Dr. Pilar 
Vicente told APTN. 
International ratings agen¬ 
cy Fitch blamed Portugal’s 
“large fiscal imbalances, 
high indebtedness across 
oil sectors, and adverse 
macroeconomic outlook” 
for its decision to cut the 
country’s rating by one 
notch to BB+. Rival Moody’s 
already rotes Portuguese 
bonds os junk, but Stan¬ 
dard & Poor's rotes them 
one notch above. □ 
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AT&T deal with T-Mobile takes a step back 



AT&T and T-AAobile USA appeared to edge closer to scrapping 
their proposed merger, saying Thursday that they hod withdrawn 
their application to the Federal Communications Commission to 
join their cellular phone operations. 


EDWARD WYATT 
JENNA WORTHAM 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - AT&T and 
T-Mobile USA appeared to 
edge closer to scrapping 
their proposed merger, 
saying Thursday that they 
had withdrawn their appli¬ 
cation to the Federal Com¬ 
munications Commission 
to join their cellular phone 
operations. 

Deutsche Telekom, the par¬ 
ent of T-Mobile, and AT&T 
said in a joint statement 
that they still intended to 
pursue the $39 billion merg¬ 
er and would prepare for a 
federal antitrust lawsuit that 
is seeking to block the deal. 
But the companies also said 
that AT&T planned to take 
a $4 billion charge against 
earnings to reflect the po¬ 
tential breakup fees that 
AT&T would have to pay 
Deutsche Telekom if the 
deal failed to go through. 
The actions followed the 
decision earlier this week 
by Julius Genachowski, the 
FCC chairman, that the 
merger did not meet the 
commission's standard for 
approval. Genachowski 
sent other commissioners 
a proposed order to refer 
the case to an adminis¬ 
trative law judge, the first 
step toward a commission 
move to block the deal, 
which would combine the 
second- and fourth-largest 
cellphone carriers in the 
U.S. 

The application withdrawal 
appears in part designed 
to prevent the FCC from 
making public AT&T and 
T-Mobile records about 
the potential effects of the 
merger, records that could 
then be used by the Justice 
Department in the antitrust 
trial. 

The companies have main¬ 


tained publicly that the 
deal would not lessen com¬ 
petition and that it would 
create jobs in the U.S. But 
the Justice Department has 
said that the merger would 
severely restrict compe¬ 
tition, and FCC officials 
have said that AT&T’s con¬ 
fidential filings indicate the 
merger would eliminate 
jobs. 

The withdrawal of the FCC 
application “is a tacit ac¬ 
knowledgment by AT&T 
that this story is all but over,” 
said Craig Moffett, an ana¬ 
lyst at Sanford C. Bernstein. 
“The fat lady hasn’t started 
singing yet, but she’s hold¬ 
ing the mike and the band 
is about to play.” 

The efforts by the Justice 
Department’s antitrust divi¬ 
sion and the FCC to block 
the merger reflect a rein- 
vigoration of federal efforts 
to rein in excessive business 
practices after a prolonged 
period of deregulation that 


preceded the 2008 finan¬ 
cial crisis. 

President Barack Obama 
came into office pledging 
to take a harder look at the 
antitrust implications of pro¬ 
posed mergers, but the Jus¬ 
tice Department was criti¬ 
cized by consumer groups 
in its first year for appearing 
hesitant to follow through 
on that promise. 

Similarly, the FCC drew re¬ 
bukes for its approval last 
year of the merger be¬ 
tween Comcast and NBC 
Universal, which critics 
claimed would concen¬ 
trate too much power over 
both television content and 
its transmission to consum¬ 
ers. 

The move this week to con¬ 
duct a hearing on the cell¬ 
phone deal was the first 
time the FCC had done 
so on a merger since the 
2002 proposed alliance 
between Echostar and Di¬ 
recTV, which ultimately was 


France proposes top economist 

for ECB board 


scrapped. 

In this case, however, AT&T 
has noted that expan¬ 
sion of the nation’s Inter¬ 
net infrastructure is one of 
Obama’s top goals to help 
rebuild the economy, and 
the FCC itself has predict¬ 
ed that its recent initiative 
to expand broadband In¬ 
ternet access to rural areas 
would create hundreds of 
thousands of jobs. 
Consumer groups, which 
generally have opposed 
the merger, said this week’s 


combined actions indicat¬ 
ed that the deal was falling 
apart. 

“The chances that AT&T 
will take over T-Mobile are 
almost gone,” Gigi B. Sohn, 
president of the consumer 
group Public Knowledge, 
said in a statement. “While 
you can never count out 
AT&T entirely, the fact that 
they pulled their FCC ap¬ 
plication speaks volumes 
about the company’s lack 
of confidence” in getting 
approval.Q 
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PARIS (AP) — France is pro¬ 
posing the top economist 
at its Finance Ministry, Ben¬ 
oit Coeure, as a member of 
the board of the European 
Central Bank now that the 
French president of the ECB 
has retired. 

It is customary for the larg¬ 
est euro countries to have 


someone on the council of 
the eurozone’s chief mon¬ 
etary authority. 

With the resignation ear¬ 
lier this month of ECB Presi¬ 
dent Jean-Claude Trichet 
— replaced by Italy’s Ma¬ 
rio Draghi — France has no 
one on the board. 

A statement Thursday said 


that French Finance Min¬ 
ister Francois Baroin has 
proposed Coeure, the dep¬ 
uty director general of the 
Treasury and top economist 
at the ministry. 

It said he has “the needed 
experience and authority in 
the monetary and banking 
domains. ”□ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 




Blondie 


HI, m. 3UMSTEA0, 
I'M JASON/ 
ALEXANDER 
TELLS ME //- 
yOU'RE 
QUITE A 
NATURAL 
ATHLETE 


HE DID? WELL, I 
SUPPOSE I WAS 
KIND OF A NATURAL 



SWEET/ MAN, 
I'D LOVE TO 
HEAR AdOUT 
SOME OF 
youR ' - 
SLORy 


WELL, 

SURE, 


I'M READy, 
JASON/ < 
LET'S SO/ 



NEXT UP: 
NEW POLL 
OF THE 
BEST 
POLLS. 


PLEASE TELL ME VOU WEREN" 
MESSING 

WITH My ^ SUT, DUDE, HE) 
OAO JUST \ WAS REALLY ■ 
NOW r^/( SETTING INTO 



Mother Goose & Grimm 

A 0OV6RNOR 
PARDON A PRISONER 

before he leaves 

OFFICE? 



f WHAT?) SPILLS 
^ WHKv rjcQFFEEQN/A 

^ m prisoner while 
1m HE'S LEAVING THE 
M O^ICE, HE SHOULD 
" S/^''RAROON.“ 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Uses a shovel 

5 Spice rack 
bottle 

10 Puncture 

14 Prolonged pain 

15 Ham it up 

16 Concluding 
musical 
passage 

17 AM/PM divider 

18 Plant seller 

20 Wildebeest 

21 Clenched hand 

22 Articles 

23 Big 

25 Suffix with fool 
or child 

26 Republic of 
China 

28 Extorts money 
from 

31 School writing 
assignment 

32 Summons 

34 Gobble up 

36 Pale 

37 Gives up, as 
one’s land 

38 Stickum 

39 Brooks or Allen 

40 Permit 

41 Northeastern 
U. S. state 

42 Logo; emblem 

44 Artist’s surface 

45 First basic 
medical help 

46 Get away from 

47 Get up 

50 Italy’s capital 

51 Massage 

54 Coldest period 

57 Chardonnay or 
zinfandel 

58 Opening bet 

59 Frame of a 
comic strip 

60 Finishes 

61 Arrestee’s hope 

62 Like a garden 
after the rain 

63 Personalities 

DOWN 

1 “Phooey!” 

2 Piece of Greek 
Orthodox art 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


3 In a macabre 
manner 

4 Upper house 
member: abbr. 

5 Harmless 

6 Make laugh 

7 Variety 

8 a boy!” 

9 Actor Majors 

10 Reaping tool 

11 Heavy book 

12 Singer _ Ant 

13 Forbids 

19 Goes skyward 
21 Wear at the 
edges 

24 Blow_; totally 
astonish 

25 Misfortunes 

26 Sports group 

27 Pompous fools 

28 _ up; got irate 

29 Mailman’s job 

30 Steamy room 

32 Jail unit 

33 Flurry 
35 Pegs for 

Mickelson 
37 Clumsy fellow 
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38 Group of 
hoodlums 

40 Tolerate 

41 Created 

43 Fireplace shelf 

44 Good-looking 

46 Like a capitol’s 
roof, usually 

47 Mop the floor 


48 _ Louise 

49 “Nay” voter 

50 Orange peel 

52 Disassemble 

53 Mrs. Truman 

55 Record speed 
letters 

56 Greek “T” 

57 Tiny 
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Today in History 


Today is Friday, November 
25, the 329th day of 2011. 
There are 36 days left in the 
year. 

Highlights in history on this 
date: 

1542 - Scots under King 
James V are routed by 
Britain at Battle of Solway 
Moss. 

1758 - British forces capture 
Senegal; in the French and 
Indian War, the British cap¬ 
ture Fort Duquesne in pres¬ 
ent-day Pittsburgh. 

1783 - The British evacuate 
New York, their last military 
position in the United States 
during the Revolutionary 
War. 

1917 - A plebiscite ap¬ 
proves separation of state 
and church in Uruguay; 
Russia holds its last free 
election for more than half 
a century. 

1942 - A special Moscow 
communique reports 
15,000 more Germans are 
captured and 6,000 are 
killed, raising the total in the 
seven-day Stalingrad of¬ 
fensive to 51,000 captured 
and 47,000 killed. 

1952 - The world’s longest- 
running play, Agatha Chris¬ 
tie’s “The Mousetrap,” 
opens in London. 

1965 - General Joseph 
Mobutu, later known as 
Mobutu Sese Seko, depos¬ 
es President Joseph Kasa- 
vubu in the Congo. 

1967 - More than 65 people 
die in Colombian town af¬ 
ter eating bread contami¬ 
nated by insecticide. 

1973 - Greece’s President 
George Papadopoulos is 
ousted in a bloodless mili¬ 
tary coup. 

1975 - Netherlands grants 
Suriname its indepen¬ 
dence. 

1977 - U.N. General Assem¬ 
bly condemns Israel for oc¬ 
cupation of Arab lands. 
1981 - Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak frees 31 jour¬ 
nalists and political figures, 
including five former Cabi¬ 
net officials, who were ar¬ 
rested in Anwar el-Sadat’s 
crackdown on political op¬ 
position in September. 

1986 - The Iran-Contra af¬ 
fair erupts as U.S. President 



Today is Christina Applegate’s 
birthday 


Ronald Reagan and Attor¬ 
ney General Edwin Meese 
reveals that profits from se¬ 
cret arms sales to Iran had 
been diverted to Nicara¬ 
guan rebels. 

1988 - Radical students and 
Buddhist monks battle riot 
police in Seoul, South Ko¬ 
rea, demanding arrest of 
former president Chun Doo 
Hwan for corruption. 

1990 - Gunman dressed 
as Egyptian border guard 
opens fire on passing traf¬ 
fic in southern Israel, killing 
four. 

1991 - President Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s efforts to hold 
the Soviet Union together 
suffer a setback when sev¬ 
en republics fail to initial the 
proposed Union Treaty as 
scheduled. 

1992 - Representatives of 93 
nations agree to speed ef¬ 
forts to phase out the pro¬ 


duction and use of chemi¬ 
cals that damage the 
Earth’s ozone layer. Under 
the agreement, industrial¬ 
ized nations will move up 
their deadlines for eliminat¬ 
ing some harmful chemi¬ 
cals. 

1993 - Thousands of Sa¬ 
rajevans trudge to soup 
kitchens opened by the 
Red Cross to help the old 
and destitute in the Bos¬ 
nian capital made hungry 
by war. 

1994 - Guerrillas loyal to 
Yasser Arafat fight PLO dis¬ 
sidents in Lebanon’s larg¬ 
est refugee camp. 

1995 - In Warsaw, 

Poland’s President-elect 
Aleksander Kwasniewski 
resigns from the former 
communist party in a bid 
to be seen as a leader 
above politics. 

1996 - More than 100,000 
people march through Bel¬ 
grade, Yugoslavia, accus¬ 
ing Serbian President Slo¬ 
bodan Milosevic of steal¬ 
ing municipal elections. 

1997 - A former member 
of Winnie Madikizela-Man- 
dela’s entourage testifies 
before the South African 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission that he saw 
her stab a young activist to 
death. 

1998 - President Jiang Ze¬ 
min arrives in Tokyo for the 
first visit to Japan by a Chi¬ 
nese head of state since 
World War II. 
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1999 - Five-year-old Elian 
Gonzalez is rescued at sea 
after a boat capsizes dur¬ 
ing a voyage from Cuba, 
killing his mother and 10 
others. 

Elian is turned over to his Mi¬ 
ami relatives, but his Cuban 
father demands the boy’s 
return and a highly politi¬ 
cized custody battle rages 
for seven months. 

2000 - Russia introduces a 
plan for a state monopoly 
on caviar production and 
exports, a move that would 
cut off illegal sales to the 
luxury market abroad and 
increase revenues coming 
into the government’s cof¬ 
fers. 

2001 - U.S. Marines land in 
southern Afghanistan as 
the Taliban surrender in 
Kunduz, their last strong¬ 
hold in the north. 

This leaves the Northern Al¬ 
liance in control of the re¬ 
gion and only Kandahar, 
remains in Taliban hands. 

2002 - Attackers dyna¬ 
mite Colombia’s largest 
oil pipeline, near the town 
of Aguazul, 160 kilometers 
(100 miles) northeast of Bo¬ 
gota, causing a spill and 
forcing the brief evacua¬ 
tion of 280 people.Q 
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iSlllSCIENCE 



St Maarten finds local lionfish tainted with toxin 



In this July 2006 file image released by NOAA Undersea 
Research Center, a lionfish swims at a depth of about 
130 feet, roughly 55 miles off the coast of North Carolina. 
Conservationists in St. Maarten are warning islanders not to 
eat lionfish after tests found a naturally occurring toxin in the 
flesh of the candy-striped invasive species that is causing 
ecological damage across the region, officials said Thursday, 
Nov. 24, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— Conservationists in St. 
Maarten are warning is¬ 
landers not to eat lionfish 
after tests found a naturally 
occurring toxin in the flesh 
of the candy-striped inva¬ 
sive species, officials said 
Thursday. 

The findings have dealt a 
blow to the tiny Dutch terri¬ 
tory’s efforts to contain the 
spread of the venomous 
predator, a native of the 
Indian and Pacific oceans 
that has colonized large 
swaths of the region after a 
few apparently escaped a 
Florida fish tank in 1992. 
Following the lead of oth¬ 
er Caribbean islands, St. 
Maarten had hoped to pro¬ 
mote the species as batter- 
fried or grilled delectobles 
to slow their spread. They 
were found in the Dutch 
territory's waters in July 
2010 and have been mul¬ 
tiplying and gobbling up 
native fish and crustaceans 
ever since. Lionfish were first 


detected in the Bahamas 
in 2004 and rapidly spread 
south into the warm waters 
of the Caribbean. 

But Tadzio Bervoets, chief 
of St. Maarten's Nature 
Foundation, said nearly half 
of the football-sized lion¬ 
fish captured in local wa¬ 
ters were found to have a 
biotoxin that can lead to 
ciguatera poisoning, a rare¬ 
ly fatal but growing men¬ 
ace that has long been 
known in the Caribbean, 
South Pacific, and warmer 
areas of the Indian Ocean. 
Ciguatera poisoning is 
caused by eating some 
subtropical and tropical fish 
predators, including grou¬ 
per, snapper and barracu¬ 
da, which live by reefs and 
accumulate toxins through 
their diet. They accumu¬ 
late the toxin in their flesh 
from eating smaller fish that 
graze on poisonous algae. 
People who have eaten in¬ 
fected fish can experience 
abdominal pain, nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea, tingling 
and numbness. Most pa¬ 


tients recover in a few days. 
In rare, worst coses there is 
paralysis and even death. 
No one has gotten sick 
from eating lionfish in St. 
Maarten, but the territory 
typically has more than a 
dozen cases of ciguatera 
poisoning each year from 
people eating barracuda 
and jocks. 

St. Maarten’s waters have 
long suffered from high 
levels of ciguatoxin, so Ber¬ 
voets said the test results 
on lionfish were not a com¬ 
plete surprise. 

Nonetheless, he added 
that island officials “were 
very much hoping that the 
results were negative.” 

“This means that we can¬ 
not safely promote lionfish 
as on edible species” in St. 
Maarten os officials ore do¬ 
ing elsewhere, he said. 
Across the Caribbean, gov¬ 
ernments and conservation 
groups have been spon¬ 
soring fishing tournaments, 
encouraging anglers to go 
after slow-swimming lionfish 
and marketing it to restau¬ 
rants and diners, hoping to 
stove off an already severe 
crisis. The U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration have 
hod no official reports of 
illness associated with the 
consumption of lionfish fi¬ 
lets. “But in endemic areas 
of ciguatera, toxins have 
been detected at levels 
exceeding FDA guidance 
and therefore could cause 
illness if consumed,” said 
FDA spokesman Douglas 
Karas.Q 
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Ruth Stone, award-winning poet, dies 


JK Rowling: UK press left 
me feeling under siege 



RIPTON, Vermont (AP) — 

Ruth Stone, an award-win¬ 
ning poet tor whom trag¬ 
edy halted and then in¬ 
spired a career that started 
in middle age and thrived 
late in lite as her sharp in¬ 
sights into love, death and 
nature received ever¬ 
growing acclaim, has died 
in Vermont. She was 96. 
Stone, who for decades 
lived in a farmhouse in Gos¬ 
hen, died Nov. 19 of natu¬ 
ral causes at her home in 
Ripton, her daughter Phoe¬ 
be Stone said Thursday. 
She was surrounded by her 
daughters, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 
Widowed in her 40s and 
little known for years after, 
Ruth Stone became one 
of the country’s most hon¬ 
ored poets in her 80s and 
90s, winning the National 
Book Award in 2002 for “In 
the Next Galaxy” and be¬ 
ing named a finalist for 
the Pulitzer Prize in 2009 for 
“What Love Comes To.” 
She received numerous 
other citations, including a 
National Book Critics Circle 


By MONIKA SCISLOWSKA 
WARSAW, Poland (AP) 

— Oscar winner Andrzej 
Wajda said Thursday that 
his new film on former Pol¬ 
ish president and Solidarity 
founder Lech Walesa will 
be his greatest challenge 
in 55 years as a director. 
“This will be the most diffi¬ 
cult movie I have made in 
my life,” Wajda, 85, told a 
news conference. “I don’t 
want to, but I have to,” he 
said, quoting a line Walesa 
coined and often used 
while president in the early 
1990s. 

Wajda — the director of 
“The Promised Land” and 
“Katyn” — begins shooting 
“Walesa” on Dec. 1 in the 
Baltic port city of Gdansk, 
where in 1980 then-unem¬ 
ployed electrician Walesa 
seized the reigns of a ship¬ 
yard wage protest and 
turned it into a nationwide 
Solidarity movement that 
helped lead to the down¬ 
fall of communism a de- 



In this Nov. 20,2002 file photo, 
Ruth Stone receives the 2002 
National Book Award for po¬ 
etry in New York. 

Associated Press 

award, two Guggenheims 
and a Whiting Award. 

She was born Ruth Perkins 
in 1915, the daughter of 
printer and part-time drum¬ 
mer Roger Perkins. A na¬ 
tive of Virginia, who spent 
much of her childhood in 
Indianapolis, Ruth was a 
creative and precocious 
girl for whom poetry was al¬ 
most literally mother’s milk; 
her mother would recite 
Tennyson while nursing her. 
A beloved aunt. Aunt Har- 



Poland’s Oscar-honored film 
director Andrzej Wajda tells 
reporters in Warsaw, Poland 
on Thursday, Nov.24, 2011 that 
the movie he is starting on 
about former president and 
Solidarity founder Lech Wale¬ 
sa is the greatest challenge of 
his 55-year career. 

Associated Press 

cade later. 

Wajda described Walesa 
as a hero who had a “true 
victory” in leading Po¬ 
land out of decades of 


riette, worked with young 
Ruth on poetry and illustra¬ 
tions and was later immor¬ 
talized, with awe and af¬ 
fection, in the poem “How 
to Catch Aunt Harriette.” 

By age 19, Stone was mar¬ 
ried and had moved to Illi¬ 
nois, studying at the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois. 

There, she met Walter 
Stone, a graduate student 
and poet who became the 
love of her life, well after his 
ended. 

“You, a young poet work¬ 
ing/in the steel mills; me, 
married, to a dull chemical 
engineer,” she wrote of their 
early, adulterous courtship, 
in the poem “Coffee and 
Sweet Rolls.” She divorced 
her first husband, married 
Stone and had two daugh¬ 
ters (she also had a daugh¬ 
ter from her first marriage). 
By 1959, he was on the 
faculty at Vassar and both 
were set to publish books. 
But on a sabbatical in Eng¬ 
land, Walter Stone hung 
himself, at age 42, a suicide 
his wife never got over or 
really understood.Q 


Moscow-imposed commu¬ 
nism and into sovereignty, 
without any lives being lost. 
The director said docu¬ 
mentary footage from the 
Walesa-led strike in the 
Gdansk shipyard and the 
ensuing successful talks 
with communist authorities 
will be woven into the mov¬ 
ie that is to debut in Poland 
in the fall of 2012. 

Janusz Glowacki — an off- 
Broadway Polish playwright 
— has written the screen¬ 
play. Glowacki said the 
aim of his script is to portray 
Walesa as a “fascinating 
person,” not build a monu¬ 
ment to him. “I tried to put 
together things heroic with 
funny things,” Glowacki 
said, adding that he want¬ 
ed to show Walesa as a 
“giant who stumbles, falls 
but then rises.” Polish actors 
Robert Wieckiewicz and 
Agnieszka Grochowska will 
play the roles of Walesa 
and his wife, Danuta. □ 


JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Author J.K. 
Rowling told a U.K. media 
ethics inquiry Thursday how 
she felt “under siege” from 
intrusive journalists, who 
staked out her house and 
even went so far as to slip 
a note into her 5-year-old 
daughter’s school bag. 

The creator of boy wizard 
Harry Potter said media 
interest began shortly 
after the publication 
of her first novel in 1997 
and soon escalated, 
with photographers 

and reporters frequently 
stationed outside her 
home. 

“It feels threatening to have 
people watching you,” she 
said. 

Once, her daughter came 
home from primary school 
and Rowling found a letter 
from a journalist in the 
child’s backpack. 

“I felt such a sense of 
invasion,” Rowling said. 
“It’s very difficult to say how 
angry I felt that my 5-year- 
old daughter’s school 
was no longer a place of 
complete security from 
journalists.” 

By the time her younger 
children were born in 2003 
and 2005, Rowling said, 
the scrutiny was “like being 
under siege and like being 
a hostage.” 

Rowling was the latest in a 
string of prominent people 
to tell the inquiry about 
the distressing effect on 
their lives of intense press 
interest. 


Earlier Thursday, actress 
Sienna Miller said she was 
left paranoid and scared 
by years of relentless 
tabloid pursuit that ranged 
from paparazzi outside her 
house to the hacking of her 
mobile phone. 

Miller said the surveillance, 
and a stream of personal 
stories about her in the 
tabloids, led her to accuse 
friends and family of leaking 
information to the media. In 
fact, her cell phone voice 
mails had been hacked by 
Rupert Murdoch’s News of 
the World tabloid. 

Miller, 29, became a 
tabloid staple when she 
dated fellow actor Jude 
Law. She said the constant 
scrutiny left her feeling 
“very violated and very 
paranoid and anxious, 
constantly.” 

“I felt like I was living in 
some sort of video game,” 
she said. 

She called the paparazzi 
focus terrifying. 

“For a number of years I 
was relentlessly pursued by 
10 to 15 men, almost daily,” 
she said. “Spat at, verbally 
abused. 

“I would often find myself, at 
the age of 21, at midnight, 
running down a dark street 
on my own with 10 men 
chasing me. And the fact 
they had cameras in their 
hands made that legal.” 
Miller, the star of “Layer 
Cake” and “Alfie,” was 
one of the first celebrities 
to take the News of the 
World to court over illegal 
eavesdropping.□ 


Oscar-winning director 
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Weinstein desires to become 
recognized film brand 



JOHN CARUCC 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — While 
Harvey Weinstein has no 
plans to roar like the MGM 
lion betore each ot his 
movies, the Oscar-winning 
producer wants to turn the 
film studio bearing his fam¬ 
ily's name into a recog¬ 
nizable brand. His wish list 
includes branding on par 
with Focebook’s F, Twitter’s 
T and Apple's, well, apple. 
While he says he will con¬ 
tinue to use the “the black 
and white logo that looks 
like it’s from high school in 
1954," he's letting his films 
this week do the talking — 
or at least one of them. 
Already in theaters is “My 
Week with Marilyn,” starring 
two-time Oscar nominee 
Michelle Williams os Marilyn 
Monroe. It's based on the 
writings of Colin Clark, who 
spent a week with the icon¬ 
ic actress in 1957 while she 
was filming “The Prince and 
the Showgirl" in the United 
Kingdom. 

Weinstein, who heads 
The Weinstein Co. with his 
brother, explained the sub¬ 
ject matter’s appeal to 
him. “I wanted to be that 
23-year old boy and spend 
a week with Marilyn Mon¬ 
roe and go skinny-dipping,” 
Weinstein said Wednesday. 
“Haven’t we all dreamed 
of being with someone that 


gorgeous?” 

But this is not another Mon¬ 
roe biopic. Weinstein calls 
it “o snapshot movie about 
one episode in her life.” 
He equates the film's tone 
with his 2010 Cscar win¬ 
ner for best picture, “The 
King’s Speech,” about 
a speech therapist who 
helps King George VI. With 
production credits in such 
Broadway hits as “Billy El¬ 
liot,” "The Producers” and 
“God of Carnage,” Wein¬ 
stein always has his eyes on 
Broadway. He admits it’s a 
dream to bring “My Week 
with Marilyn” to the great 
stage in “five to 10 years.” 
And when that happens, 
he has his heart set on see¬ 
ing Monroe played by sing¬ 
er Koty Perry, whom he met 
while taking his daughters 
to the annual Jingle Ball 
concert at Madison Square 
Garden lost year. 

“I think Koty would be per¬ 
fect to play Marilyn Mon¬ 
roe," Weinstein said, add¬ 
ing: “She would knock it out 
of the universe.” 

Weinstein's other new film, 
“The Artist," which comes 
out Friday, is a modern 
homage to the silent film 
era and was the darling of 
the Cannes and Toronto 
International film festivals. 
It was shot in black and 
white using the original 4:3 
aspect ratio. 


While the film is not your 
typical studio release, 
Weinstein doesn’t concern 
himself with such things. 
“With a script or a book I try 
to do what would appeal 
to me,” he says proudly. 
“I’m not here to do the 
mainstream movies." 

And the results are prom¬ 
ising. Weinstein likes the 
buzz both films are getting, 
but his source isn’t what 
you’d expect: It’s the Rot- 
tenTomatoes.com website, 
which compiles reviews 
and assigns percentage 
scores based on the aver¬ 
age. “I just go to Rotten To¬ 
matoes to check on who's 
writing, and I read some of 
the reviews on Rotten To¬ 
matoes,” he said. “I like the 
site. It’s fun. I like the inter¬ 
views on the site.” 

Weinstein was proud to re¬ 
port Wednesday the Mon¬ 
roe film was at 85 percent. 
And “The Artist” was trend¬ 
ing a bit higher, based on 
reviews going back to April, 
when it played at Cannes. 
“I wish I could brand the 
movies in a way so they 
would just look at the page 
and trust me rather than 
a critic or anything else,” 
Weinstein said. 

Weinstein has been seeking 
advice from firms like Chris¬ 
tian Dior and Louis Vuitton 
about how consumers rec¬ 
ognize their products.Q 


Singer Billy Corgan 
starts wrestling 
company 





In this May 6 , 2011 file pho¬ 
to, Billy Corgan arrives at 
Musicares Mapfund Benefit 
Concert in Los Angeles. The 
Smashing Pumpkins front man 
has partnered with two wres- 
tiing promoter brothers to de¬ 
but the first show of Resistance 
Pro, an indie wrestling compa¬ 
ny, on Friday at a downtown 
Chicago dance club. 

Associated Press 

CARYN ROUSSEAU 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — The 

long-standing relationship 
between rock music and 
professional wrestling has o 
new partner: Billy Corgan. 
The Smashing Pumpkins 
frontman has joined with 
two wrestling promoter 
brothers to debut the first 
show of Resistance Pro, an 
indie wrestling company, 
on Friday at o Chicago 
dance club. Corgan de¬ 
scribes himself os a child¬ 
hood wrestling ton who fell 
away from it, only to redis¬ 
cover it as on adult. 

“Cur vision is to try to grow 
talent," Corgan said in 
an interview from Europe, 
where the Smashing Pump¬ 
kins are on tour. The Chi- 
cago-area native will miss 
Resistance Pro’s opening 
night, but co-owner and 
promoter Gabe Baron said 
o second show will be an¬ 
nounced at the Friday 
event. Resistance Pro’s 
website boasts pictures of 
more than two dozen cos¬ 
tumed wrestling person¬ 
alities with names like “The 


Sheik,” "Danny Dominion” 
and “Sassy Stephie.” 
Eventually Resistance Pro’s 
goal is to expand nation¬ 
ally, but not using Gorgon’s 
celebrity alone. Still, the 
rocker’s picture is the larg¬ 
est, placed among five 
wrestlers on an advertise¬ 
ment for Friday's show. 

“We have to start in Chi¬ 
cago and build a name 
for ourselves and build 
enough of a reputation to 
take it other places," Cor¬ 
gan said. “It’s a serious en¬ 
deavor. I want this to suc¬ 
ceed strictly on its ideas. If I 
had to artificially prime the 
audience because of my 
musical life, that’s sad. This 
is going to succeed on its 
own ideas.” 

Corgan’s partners, brothers 
Gabe and Jacques Baron, 
saw inspiration and passion 
in the rock star. 

“This is a guy who is on 
the same page os we are 
as for os how wrestling 
should be,” Gabe Baron 
said, describing a show 
for tons that’s similar to o 
rock concert. “They're go¬ 
ing to feel the excitement 
of a rock concert but with 
the thrill and spectacle of 
wrestling."Historically, rock 
music and wrestling have 
never been for apart, said 
Scott Beekman, author of 
“Ringside: A History of Pro¬ 
fessional Wrestling in Amer¬ 
ica.” “At a certain level, I 
think they appeal to simi¬ 
lar audiences,” Beekman 
said. “There is this notion 
that you’re gearing toward 
adolescent males. There’s 
also this flash of wrestling 
and rock that’s related, 
the pyrotechnics, the an¬ 
nouncements.” Corgan’s 
involvement will mean 
concussion prevention ef¬ 
forts. He said he won’t al¬ 
low Resistance Pro wrestlers 
to perform risky moves, like 
chair shots to the head. 
“As a fan, I don’t like to see 
my heroes worn down and 
broken,” Corgan said. “We 
have to work harder as a 
wrestling industry to think 
of the long-term health ef¬ 
fects on the performers.”□ 
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Are we getting nicer? 



NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
© 2011 New York Times 

It’s pretty easy to conclude that 
the world is spinning down the toi¬ 
let. So let me be contrary and offer 
o reason to be grateful this Thanks¬ 
giving. Despite the gloomy mood, 
the historical backdrop is stunning 
progress in human decency over 
recent centuries. 

War is declining, and humanity 
is becoming less violent, less rac¬ 
ist and less sexist - and this moral 
progress has accelerated in re¬ 
cent decades. To put it bluntly, we 
humans seem to be getting nicer. 
That’s the central theme of on 
astonishingly good book just pub¬ 
lished by Steven Pinker, o psy¬ 
chology professor at Harvard. It’s 
called “The Better Angels of Our 
Nature,’’ and it’s my bet to win the 
next Pulitzer Prize for nonfiction. 
“Today we may be living in the 
most peaceable era in our spe¬ 
cies’ existence,’’ Pinker writes, and 
he describes this decline in vio¬ 
lence os possibly “the most impor¬ 
tant thing that has ever happened 
in human history.’’ 

He acknowledges: “In o century 
that began with 9/11, Iraq, and 
Darfur, the claim that we are living 
in an unusually peaceful time may 
strike you as somewhere between 
hallucinatory and obscene.’’ 

Still, even in a 20th century notori¬ 
ous for world war and genocide, 
only around 3 percent of humans 
died from such man-made ca¬ 
tastrophes. In contrast, a study of 
Native-American skeletons from 
hunter-gather societies found 
that some 13 percent had died of 
trauma. And in the 17th century, 
the Thirty Years’ War reduced Ger¬ 
many’s population by as much as 
one-third. Wars make headlines, 
but there are fewer conflicts to¬ 
day, and they typically don’t kill as 
many people. Many scholars have 
made that point, most notably 
Joshua S. Goldstein in his recent 
book “Winning the War on War: 
The Decline of Armed Conflict 
Worldwide.’’ Goldstein also argues 
that it’s a myth that civilians are 
more likely to die in modern wars. 
Look also at homicide rates, which 
are now far lower than in previous 
centuries. The murder rate in Britain 
seems to have fallen by more than 
90 percent since the 14th century. 
Then there are the myriad forms 
of violence that were once the 
banal backdrop of daily life. One 


game in feudal Europe involved 
men competing to head-butt to 
death a cat that had been nailed 
alive to a post. One reason this 
was considered so entertaining: 
the possibility that it would claw 
out a competitor’s eye. 

Think of fairy tales and nursery 
rhymes. One academic study 
found that modern children’s 
television programs have 4.8 vio¬ 
lent scenes per hour, compared 
with nursery rhymes with 52.2. 

The decline in brutality is true of 
other cultures as well. When I 
learned Chinese, I was startled 
to encounter ideographs like the 
one of a knife next to o nose: pro¬ 
nounced “yi,’’ it means “cutting off 
a nose as punishment.’’ That’s one 
Chinese character that students 
no longer study. 

Pinker’s book rang true to me 
partly because I often report on 
genocide and human rights abus¬ 
es. I was aghast that Darfur didn’t 
prompt more of an international 
response from Western govern¬ 
ments, but I was awed by the way 
American university students pro¬ 
tested on behalf of a people who 
lived half a world away. 

That reflects a larger truth: There 
is global consensus today that 
slaughtering civilians is on out¬ 
rage. Governments may still en¬ 
gage in mass atrocities, but now 
they hire lobbyists and public rela¬ 
tions firms to sanitize the mess. 

In contrast, until modern times, 
genocide was simply a way of 
waging war. The Bible repeatedly 
describes God as masterminding 
genocide (“thou shalt save alive 
nothing that breatheth’’ - Deu¬ 
teronomy 20:16), and European- 
Americons sow nothing offensive 
about exterminating Native Ameri¬ 
cans. One of my heroes, Theodore 
Roosevelt, later a winner of the 
Nobel Peace Prize, was unapolo- 
getic: “I don’t go so far as to think 
that the only good Indians are the 
dead Indians, but I believe nine 
out of ten are, and I shouldn’t like 
to inquire too closely in the case of 
the tenth.’’ 

The pace of moral progress has 
accelerated in the last few de¬ 
cades. Pinker notes that on is¬ 
sues such as civil rights, the role of 
women, equality for gays, beating 
of children and treatment of ani¬ 
mals, “the attitudes of conserva¬ 
tives have followed the trajectory 
of liberals, with the result that to¬ 
day’s conservatives ore more lib¬ 
eral than yesterday’s liberals.’’ 

The reasons for these advances 
are complex but may have to do 
with the rise of education, the de¬ 
cline of chauvinism and o growing 
willingness to put ourselves in the 
shoes (increasingly, even hooves) 
of others. 

Granted, the world still faces bru¬ 
tality and cruelty. That’s what I 
write about the rest of the year! 
But let’s pause for a moment to 
acknowledge remarkable prog¬ 
ress and give thanks for the hu¬ 
man capacity for compassion 
and moral growth.□ 
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Counting really small blessings 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2011 New York Times 

I have o real tolerance for boring 
television, having watched at least 
two series now on the air about 
people who bid on abandoned 
storage lockers, as well as several 
segments of the show about ex¬ 
treme coupon-collecting. So the 
debates ore right up my alley. 
After the 10th or 11 th episode, you 
get a feeling of up-close interac¬ 
tion previously reserved for people 
who live in Iowa and New Hamp¬ 
shire, where voters are so entitled 
that they find it hard to support 
anybody who hasn’t been to the 
house for dinner, or possibly a 
sleepover. 

You come to know everybody’s 
special gimmicks. Newt Gingrich 
will say something snotty to the 
moderators to show he hates the 
news medio. 

Whenever Rick Perry gets lost in 
the verbal weeds, he has token 
to demanding that Congress be 
mode port time. 

Michele Bochmonn points out that 
she’s hod 23 foster children. 

Mitt Romney’s special thing is to 
swear that, unlike President Barack 
Obama, he will not apologize for 
the United States. Which Obomo 
never did. 

Meanwhile, Romney’s cam¬ 
paign was running on od in New 
Hampshire that purported to show 
Obomo in 2008, saying: “If we 
keep talking about the economy. 


we’re going to lose.’’ Which was 
actually Obomo quoting John 
McCain’s campaign. Romney has 
o long and well-documented his¬ 
tory of changing his positions. This 
time around, he is apparently also 
planning to just moke things up. 
But about the debates. My favor¬ 
ite this week was the Thanksgiving 
Family Forum, in which everybody 
in the race who isn’t o Mormon 
went to Iowa to compete for the 
love of the Christian right. 

This was the one in which Rick 
Perry assured the audience that 
because of his strong onti-obor- 
tion stance he would immediately 
end the policy of sending Chino 
“billions of dollars’’ in U.S. foreign 
aid. 

Who knew? Truly, it was the most 
interesting TV moment since I 
watched somebody bid way too 
much money for on abandoned 
storage locker containing fake 
leather furniture and o portrait of 
cots with big eyes. 

The CNN notional security debate 
hod fewer cheap thrills, although it 
was fun hearing Herman Coin coll 
Wolf Blitzer “Blitz.’’ 

Also there was Michele Boch- 
monn’s description of her role in 
the debt-ceiling crisis. 

(“And my voice said this: I said 
it’s time for us to draw o line in the 
sand.’’) It seemed to suggest she 
hod come to see herself in the 
third person. 

Or maybe os an oracle. Or o ven¬ 
triloquist. 

These are the moments that get 
you through the long, hard periods 
where everybody but Ron Paul is 
competing to see who con prom¬ 
ise to do the toughest things to 
Iron. (Let Israel bomb them! Bomb 
them ourselves! 

Let’s assassinate some nuclear sci¬ 
entists!) 

This week’s biggest drama was the 
Newt Has o Heart Moment, when 
Gingrich said he believed an un¬ 
documented immigrant who hod 
“been here 25 years and you got 
three kids and two grondkids, 
you’ve been paying taxes and 
obeying the law, you belong to 


o local church’’ should be given 
some avenue to legal status. 
Bochmonn instantly and repeat¬ 
edly claimed Newt was talking 
about “11 million people,’’ which 
sounds like one heck of a lot of 
25-year-resident grandparents. 
“Amnesty is o magnet,’’ said Rom¬ 
ney, who has spent two presiden¬ 
tial campaigns branding his oppo¬ 
nents as amnesty-givers. 

You could see Perry’s face light 
up. This was so clearly his moment 
to point out that Mitt Romney used 
to hove illegal immigrants mowing 
his lawn. 

“Here we go again, Mitt. 

You and I, standing by each other 
again, and you used the words 
about the magnets,’’ Perry started. 
But you could almost hear the 
alarms going off. The candidates 
hove been urged/bullied/block- 
moiled into avoiding personal at¬ 
tacks on one another. 

“And that’s one of the things that 
we obviously hove to do, is to stop 
those magnets of - for individuals 
to come in here,’’ Perry conclud¬ 
ed, retreating fast. Nobody even 
noticed, since he talks like that 
even when he is saying what he 
intended to soy. 

This is totally unfair to the loyal de¬ 
bate watchers. 

I guess now there’s no chance 
anybody will ask Romney about 
the day he drove to Canada with 
the family dog strapped to the 
roof of the cor. 

On the plus side, there was the 
moment at the Family Forum when 
Rick Sontorum explained how God 
hod arranged his come-from-be- 
hind win of o U.S. Senate seat in 
Pennsylvania. 

“And I really felt blessed that I 
knew at that moment, when I won, 
I hod o constituency of One,’’ he 
burbled. 

Frank Luntz, the Republican poll¬ 
ster who served os moderator, 
asked Sontorum what message 
God was sending when he then 
lost the seat - by what I believe 
was 17 percentage points. 
Sontorum was momentarily si¬ 
lenced. Really thankful for thot.Q 
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